MINUTES OF THE BOROUGH OFPRIVATE 

NARBERTH COUNCIL MEETING

The regular council meeting of the Narberth Borough Council was called to order in the Municipal Building, 100 Conway Avenue, Narberth, Pa. on May 10, 2010 at 8:00 P.M. by Council President Mary Jo Daley.



Present                                                          

      Messrs.:


Heidi Boise


Surge Ghosh


Nancy V. Lotz, (Ms.) 


Aaron Muderick, Vice President


Michael Quinn


Bob Wegbreit

  
Mary Jo Daley, (Mrs.) President


Also Present:


Thomas Grady, Mayor


William J. Martin, Borough Manager


Sean Corr, substituting for Marc Jonas who was absent this evening


Frederick C. Hansell, Jr., Assistant Borough Manager


Following the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag, as led by Councilman Quinn, it was moved by Councilman Muderick and seconded by Councilman Quinn that the minutes of the April 7, 2010 Caucus and April 12, 2010 Council meeting be approved as circulated.  Motion carried. Councilwoman Lotz said she had requested that the minutes of the March 8, 2010 Council Meeting be corrected and she would submit the changes to Mr. Hansell to be distributed to all council members. 


Council President Daley announced that Council met in Executive Session prior to tonight’s meeting to discuss the upcoming Police Contract negotiations.


The Borough Manager introduced Ted Januszka, of Pennoni Associates who was present this evening to answer questions about the demolition of the Rockland Avenue Bridge and the design of the North Narberth Avenue Bridge. The Rockland Avenue Bridge has been closed to vehicular traffic since the late 1970’s and to pedestrian traffic for the last 10 years. The administrative law judge for the Public Utility Commission has ordered the Borough to remove the Rockland Avenue Bridge before June 30, 2010. The Borough has requested the demolition costs be included in the PennDot Bridge Bill (TIP) program. The Borough Manager has requested Leo Bagley of PennDot include $700,000.00 for the demolition costs. The Borough is responsible for 20% of the demolition costs, and PennDot is responsible for 80% of the costs. Amtrak must first remove the catenaries from the bridge and build a new support tower. Amtrak is already working on the design of the new support system. The demolition of the bridge will probably take place from midnight to 4:30 AM and the whole bridge will be cut into smaller sections and be removed over a long weekend. The whole project will be specified by Pennoni Associates but let out for bids from the Borough. A fence will secure the demolition area and the bid will include tiding up the approach and a curb for drainage.


Councilman Wegbreit asked if the master plan includes the installation of a walkway once the Narberth Avenue Bridge is re-built. The Borough will own both bridges and be responsible for maintenance of both bridges.


Mr. Januszka said that Pennoni Associates would prepare all the proper permits and work with Amtrak to coordinate flagman and work schedules. The time line is such that request for bids will go out in early summer, with actual demolition during the summer. Amtrak must move their wires before any contractor is hired. Pennoni will also work with Amtrak to insure priority is given to the project. Mr. Januszka said he attended an on-site meeting with Amtrak approximately two weeks ago to discuss the catenaries on the existing bridge. 


Councilman Muderick asked if there was any risk for the Borough? Mr. Januszka said all of the contractors are licensed and insured.


President Daley thanked Mr. Januszka for his thorough explanation and said that Council will vote on a scope of services agreement with Pennoni later in tonight’s meeting.  


President Daley called upon the Mayor, Tom Grady for his report. The Mayor reported that Officer Jim Conway has been honored by the Mothers Against Drunk driving for his efforts in DUI arrests for January 2009 to December 2009.


Ms. Linda Waddell, President of the Board of Trustees of the Narberth Community Library was absent and there was no written report submitted by the Library. The Library sponsored the Vidbel’s Old Time Circus on Saturday and raised over $5,100.00.


President Daley read the April 30, 2010 report of the Borough Treasurer, Mrs. Leslie E. Marshall, which was received and was ordered, filed for audit. (See #1) The report shows an opening balance of $6,674.18; receipts of $1,746,570.22; expenditures of $1,735,260.97 and adjustments of –$43.25 bank service charge and –5,056.01 current cash over reimbursement; leaving a closing balance of $12,884.17.  The Trial Balance submitted by the Borough Office is in balance. (See #2) The Schedule of Invested Funds shows an April 30, 2010 balance of PLIGIT investments of $2,919,035.65. (See # 3)


The April 30, 2010 report of the Borough Tax Collector, Mrs. Regina Watson, was received and ordered filed for audit.  (See # 4)  The Tax Collector has collected 85.953% or $2,052,834.77 of the 2009 Real Estate Tax duplicate of $2,388,322.42 leaving an unpaid balance of $355,251.61; 85.953% or $486,663.36 of the 2009 Solid Waste Tax duplicate of $566,197.07 leaving an unpaid balance of $79,654.67; and 86.112% or $161,438.35 of the 2009 Sewer Tax Duplicate of $187,474.86 leaving an unpaid balance of $23,975.28 for bills issued February 1, 2009. There were 1,499 tax bills issued based on a 2009 assessed value of $302,779,180.00.


The Borough Solicitor, Sean Corr had no report.


The Borough Manager, William Martin, reported tonight’s schedule of bills includes $1,237,000.00 of temporary Investments of funds received from the Tax Collector in PLIGIT, which generates interest income for the Borough. The Highway foreman will review several streets with the manager that will be included in this year’s Highway overlay program, including one street from the north side and one street from the south side. The Borough office is working with Fire Marshal Mike Kennedy to develop a reporting system for fire marshal inspections and follow up. The Fire Marshal will inspect all commercial buildings and schools and daycare centers. The Public Safety Committee will review these reports before they are released, and a copy will stay on file in the borough office and a copy will stay on file in the Fire Company files.

PRIVATE 
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTStc  \l 1 "STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS"

Council member Nancy Lotz, Chairman of the Building and Zoning Committee, presented the May 10, 2010 report showing permit activity for the month of April 2010: 12 permits issued; cost of permits $2,730.00; cost of construction $83,000.01; 5 jobs completed; 28 building inspections made; 3 curb and sidewalk permit issued; 3 curb and sidewalk inspections made; 6 use and occupancy certificates issued; 4 plumbing permits issued, 4 plumbing permits completed; no heating equipment permit issued, no heating equipment permits completed. (See # 5) Councilwoman Lotz said that home sales continue to show strong springtime sales in spite of the economy.


Michael Quinn, Chairman of the Public Safety Committee presented the May 10, 2010 report of the Narberth Police Department, (See # 6) showing Police statistics for the month of April 2010; The meter violation reports for 2010 shows 285 meter violations for the month. (1,254 YTD) (See #7) The two-hour zone report shows 53 violations for the month of April 2010 (340 YTD) (See # 8) and the Report of District Justice Kathleen Valentine, together with a check in the amount of $1,110.41 representing collections for the month of April 2010. (See # 9)  The report of the Narberth Fire Company for the month of April 2010 was also read. (See #10) The Fire Chief reported 11 calls for the month of April. (YTD 73)


Councilman Wegbreit, Chairman of the Highway Committee, read the man-hour report for Highway Department, showing 1,020 man-hours worked for which the Department was paid $20,253.28 for the period March 10, 2010 to April 22, 2010. (See # 11) The Borough Manager said that the traffic study of the intersection of Woodside Avenue and South Narberth Avenue would begin the week of May 11, 2010. The Borough Manager said that there had also been an e-mail request to check for the accident history of this intersection. Councilman Wegbreit asked about the request to purchase a mower by the highway department. He said his committee would discuss it at the next committee meeting. The Borough Manager said that mower had been included in the budget for this year, and did not need separate approval. He said that in the past the Borough has bought used equipment from Lower Merion Township, but the township has changed their purchasing policies and retains equipment for a longer period.


Vice-President Muderick, Chairman of the Health and Welfare Committee presented the monthly report of trash and recycling collection for the month of April 2010. During the month of April 185.040 tons of trash were cwascted along with 20.700 tons of recyclabes and 28.640 tons of mixed paper, cardboard and newsprint.  Costs incurred for the month included $24,611.48 for trash and recycling collection contract;  $11,652.72 tipping fee to the county; $823.20 tipping fee for brush collection; $892.79 recycling tipping and hauling; labor costs totaled $4,005.03 for 161 hours. Receipts for special pickups totaled $215.00.   (See #12)   Councilman Muderick said he had attended Narb-Earth Day and had a very successful display involving the Borough’s recycling program. He said his committee is still researching LED street lights. Councilman Muderick said he had called Suzanne Stone of Merion Avenue and discussed the details of her basement sewer back up. Ms Stone said she has received bids to install a back-flow prevention valve. President Daley asked Councilman Muderick to invite Ms. Stone to the next Health and Welfare Committee meeting and resolve her issues. The Committee is continuing to work on the trash bids, and a letter from a resident of Dudley Avenue concerned about disposal of dog waste.  


Vice-President Muderick, presented the May 10, 2010 report showing that during the month of April 2010, there were no dog bites, no cat bites and no communicable diseases reported.  (See #13)


Councilwoman Heidi Boise, Chairwoman of the Property Committee, presented the May 10, 2010 report. (See # 14) During the month of April 2010:

1. The highway crew and Farrelly Brothers Landscaping have completed final pre-season preparation of the large baseball diamond and the small diamond.

2. The highway crew has assembled the new batting cage purchased by the Athletic Association.

3. The preliminary work on the municipal building air conditioning system has been started.

4. The highway crew has started to prepare the playgrounds for the summer months.


Councilwoman Boise said her committee met and discussed the proposed lease for MELC, and will set up a meeting after May 24th with the third party alternate tenant. Pennoni engineers have verified the dimensions of the interior spaces of the building, and that will help determine the lease terms of the SSI lease, and the MELC lease. The Committee will plan to meet in the next month to discuss the property manager for the property.


Surge Ghosh, Chairman of the Finance Committee, presented the May 10, 2010 Schedule of Bills covering General Fund expenditures of $1,594,215.89 (YTD $4,018,198.44) and Highway Aid Fund expenditures of $5,121.18 (YTD $64,764.72) (See #15).   It was moved by Councilwoman Lotz, seconded by Councilman Quinn, that Council approve the Schedule, the Borough Treasurer draw checks, be approved by the President of Council, attested by the Borough Secretary, and all bills paid.  Motion carried. Councilman Wegbreit said he had sent an e-mail requesting clarification of a possible duplicate billing for a council meeting.  The Borough Manager said that e-mail had been forwarded on to Solicitor Marc Jonas for reply. Solicitor Sean Corr said he would question Mr. Jonas about this billing question upon his return to the office.


Councilman Ghosh, Chairman of the Economic Development Committee reported his committee has planned a breakfast meeting with the retail business owners scheduled for Thursday June 3rd, 2010 at 8:00 AM in the auditorium of the Municipal Building. Another meeting will be scheduled with the property owners.


Councilwoman Boise, Chairman of the Ad-Hoc Bridge Committee had no further report.


President Daley reported one letter was received during the month from the Lower Merion Township Police Department, concerning a LoJack SafetyNet device available through Eldernet, for residents with Alzheimer’s, autism and developmental disabilities. (See # 16)


President Daley asked if there was any citizen present who wished to address Council on any subject?


C I T I Z E N     C O M M E N T S

There were no members of the public present for tonight’s meeting. No citizen addressed Council this evening.


R E S O L U T I O N S

         Councilwoman Boise, Chairman of the Ad-hoc Bridge Committee presented a recommendation authorizing the proper Borough Officials to execute an agreement with Pennoni Engineers for the scope of services for the demolition of the Rockland Avenue Bridge. The proposal has been reviewed by the committee and the Borough Solicitor and will cost approximately $39,000.00. PennDot as part of the PennDot Bridge Bill will reimburse the cost of this agreement. Councilman Muderick seconded the passage of this resolution. Resolution approved by the unanimous voice vote of Council.


William Martin, the Borough Manager said there have been no new requests for funding to be submitted to the Narberth Industrial Development Authority.


President Daley asked the Borough Manager to schedule and advertise a special meeting for Monday May 24th at 7:30 PM to consider the signing of the lease with MELC and SSI, and the appointment of a property manager for 201 Sabine Avenue.


Under unfinished business Councilwoman Lotz asked about the park ordinance for the Narberth Playground and the Sabine Avenue tot lot. The Borough Manager said he would draft an ordinance covering the opening and closing times for the parks. The draft will be distributed prior to next month’s caucus meeting.


Councilman Ghosh asked about the opening on the NIDA board. The Borough Manager said the opening has not been filled and there were no letters of interest received. Councilman Ghosh said he would call a potential candidate.


Councilwoman Boise said she has received information about a new puppet theatre sponsored by Narberth Community Library scheduled for Friday June 4th at 5:30 PM in the Girl Scout Room.


Councilman Wegbreit said he has received information about a possible sale of the gas station property at 100 Forrest Avenue. He expressed concerns about the possible development of the property. The Borough Manager said he had seen the development plans before when the property has last changed hands. Councilman Wegbreit said it might be possible to have a joint venture of public and private development for the benefit of the community. The Borough Manager said there are many zoning issues to be dealt with since the gas station pre-dates the current code.


The Borough has co-sponsored a table for the DVRPC dinner with Lower Merion Township and Councilman Wegbreit will attend the dinner.


Councilwoman Lotz said there would be two Borough Dragon Boat entries in this year’s dragon boat race on the Schuylkill River. Each boat has 20 participants.


There being no further business to come before Council this evening, President Daley entertained a motion to adjourn, so moved by Councilman Wegbreit, seconded by Councilwoman Boise. Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 9:12 P.M.





Respectfully submitted,





Frederick C. Hansell, Jr.





Assistant Borough Secretary





Assistant Borough Manager
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