MINUTES OF THE BOROUGH OFPRIVATE 

NARBERTH COUNCIL MEETING

The regular council meeting of the Narberth Borough Council was called to order in the Municipal Building, 100 Conway Avenue, Narberth, Pa. on April 11, 2011 at 8:00 P.M. by Council President Mary Jo Daley.



Present                                                          

      Messrs.:


Heidi Boise


Surge Ghosh


Nancy V. Lotz, (Ms.) 


Aaron Muderick, Vice President


Michael Quinn


Bob Wegbreit

  
Mary Jo Daley, (Mrs.) President


Also Present:


Thomas Grady, Mayor


William J. Martin, Borough Manager


Marc Jonas, Borough Solicitor


Frederick C. Hansell, Jr., Assistant Borough Manager


Following the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag, as led by Councilman Wegbreit, it was moved by Councilwoman Lotz and seconded by Councilman Muderick that the minutes of the March 9, 2011 Caucus and March 14, 2011 Council meeting be approved as circulated.  Motion carried. 


President Daley called upon the Mayor, Tom Grady for his report. The Mayor reported he was ready to sign the Mayors for Peace Pledge if that action was supported by Council’s vote later in tonight’s meeting.


Ms. Linda Waddell, President of the Board of Trustees of the Narberth Community Library presented the regular monthly report of the Narberth Community Library Trustees for the month of March 2011 showing receipts, disbursements, and circulation statistics for the month.  The report shows circulation for the month of 4,865 volumes, which is an increase of 990 volumes from last month and an increase of 1,688 volumes from March 2010. The Library’s March 30, 2011 balance sheet lists assets totaling $765,321.48 (See #1) The Library staff and volunteers are preparing for the NarbEarth Day book sale which was moved from the 4th of July.  Ms Waddell distributed a flyer publicizing the sale. The Library will have several programs in April including a visit from Stephen Swinburne author of Every Young Child,” Whose Shoes?” There will also be a seminar sponsored by PECO Smart ideas seminar. The Library had a very successful wine tasting at the Evivva Restaurant raising over $1,000.00.


President Daley read the March 30, 2011 report of the Borough Treasurer, Mrs. Leslie E. Marshall, which was received and was ordered, filed for audit. (See # 2) The report shows an opening balance of $6,448.87; receipts of $637,104.04; expenditures of $322,185.63 and adjustments of –75.97 Wachovia Bank service charge; -$2,161.29 over reimbursement to current cash account; -20.00 parking ticket returned; -8.00 fee for returned check, leaving a closing balance of $319,102.02.  The Trial Balance submitted by the Borough Office is in balance. (See # 3) The Schedule of Invested Funds shows a March 30, 2011 balance of PLIGIT investments of $774,436.14. (See # 4)


The March 30, 2011 report of the Borough Tax Collector, Mrs. Regina Watson, was received and ordered filed for audit.  (See # 5)  The Tax Collector has collected   22.587% or $601,986.37 of the 2011 Real Estate Tax duplicate of $2,665,189.59 leaving an unpaid balance of $ 2,063,195.99; 22.587% or $128,286.54 of the 2011 Solid Waste Tax duplicate of $567,966.27 leaving an unpaid balance of $439,678.15; and 22.789% or $42,901.92 of the 2011 Sewer Tax Duplicate of $188,257.13 leaving an unpaid balance of $145,353.99 for bills issued February 1, 2011. There were 1,499 tax bills issued based on a 2011 assessed value of $302,779,180.00.


The Borough Solicitor, Marc D. Jonas had no report.


The Borough Manager, William Martin, reported that the Highway Committee would introduce the title of an ordinance to expand the two-hour zones to include the 400 and 500 blocks of North Essex Avenue, Price Avenue and the 100 block of Dudley Ave. The Highway Committee has held several meetings to discuss the parking situation that surrounds the Montgomery Early Learning Center at 201 Sabine Avenue. The Public will have additional opportunities to comment at the next caucus meeting scheduled for May 11th, and also at the committee meeting scheduled for April 26th and finally at the council meeting scheduled for May 16th. The Borough Manager also reported that he has received bound copies of the 2010 Financial Statements prepared by Clifton, Gunderson, LLP. The financial statements will be posted on the Borough’s website. 

PRIVATE 
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTStc  \l 1 "STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS"

Council member Nancy Lotz, Chairman of the Building and Zoning Committee, presented the April 11, 2011 report showing permit activity for the month of March 2011: 17 permits issued; cost of permits $4,170.00; cost of construction $121,280.00; 34 jobs completed; 17 building inspections made; 3 curb and sidewalk permit issued; 3 curb and sidewalk inspections made; 10 use and occupancy certificates issued; 4 plumbing permits issued, 4 plumbing permits completed; no heating equipment permit issued, no  heating equipment permits completed. (See # 6)


Michael Quinn, Chairman of the Public Safety Committee presented the April 11, 2011 report of the Narberth Police Department, (See # 7) showing Police statistics for the month of March 2011; The meter violation reports for 2011 shows 294 meter violations for the month. (YTD 674) (See #8) The two-hour zone report shows 118 violations for the month of March 2011 (YTD 217) (See # 9) and the Report of District Justice Kathleen Valentine, together with a check in the amount of $1,199.80 representing collections for the month of March, 2011. (See #10)  The report of the Narberth Fire Company for the month of March 2011 was also read. (See #11) The Fire Chief reported 26 calls for the month (YTD 64) with 69% in Lower Merion Township and 31% in Narberth Borough. The fire Company has completed 37.8 hours of training this month with 445 year to date hours of training. The Fire Marshal, Michael Kennedy reported that 8 inspections were made in the downtown business district. The Fire Marshal directed a test of the fire alarm system at 201 Sabine Avenue and worked with Main Line Executive Management to resolve several issues with the alarm system. (See #12) Councilman Quinn met with the Fire Chief and the Fire Marshal and the Borough Manager to develop a job description for the Fire Marshal. 


Councilman Wegbreit, Chairman of the Highway Committee, read the man-hour report for Highway Department, showing 599 1/2 man-hours worked for which the Department was paid $13,000.59 for the period February18, 2011 to March 17, 2011. (See # 13)


Vice-President Muderick, Chairman of the Health and Welfare Committee presented the monthly report of trash and recycling collection for the month of March 2011. During the month of 182.74 tons of trash were collected along with 18.55 tons of co-mingled recyclabes and 27.41 tons of newsprint, cardboard and mixed paper.  Costs incurred for the month included $22,712.40 for trash and recycling collection contract;  $11,878.10 tipping fee to the waste authority; $874.95 tipping fee for brush collection; $800.06 recycling tipping and hauling; labor costs totaled $2,923.55 for 113 hours. Receipts for special pickups totaled $120.00.   (See # 14) 


Vice-President Muderick, presented the April 11, 2011 report showing that during the month of March 2011, there were no dog bites, no cat bites and no communicable diseases reported.  (See # 15) The Health and Welfare cancelled their regular monthly meeting.


Councilwoman Heidi Boise, Chairwoman of the Property Committee, presented the April 11, 2011 report. (See # 16) During the month of March 2011:

1. The members of the highway crew have started the field preparations for the spring baseball season.

2. Farrelly Brothers Landscaping has begun the preparation of the main diamond and the small baseball diamond.

3. The Narberth Athletic Association has replaced the backstop at the small baseball diamond.

4. The Committee has received a request to authorize birdhouse acquisition at the Sabine Avenue Park.

5. The Committee met on March 28, 2011 and has scheduled a meeting for April 25, 2011 at 8:00 PM.

6. The highway crew has reinstalled the pitching cage on the large field.


The property committee discussed a request at the caucus meeting for installation of birdhouses at the Sabine Avenue Park. Councilwoman Boise read a letter from Jim Speers indicating the birdhouses would be for small birds that would not be harmful to children. The birdhouses will be installed on the lower branches of the trees closest to Montgomery Avenue.


Surge Ghosh, Chairman of the Finance Committee, presented the April 11, 2011 Schedule of Bills covering General Fund expenditures of $252,080.91 (YTD $1,256,411.65) and Highway Aid Fund expenditures of $1,614.15 (YTD $20,790.99) (See # 17) It was moved by Councilwoman Lotz, seconded by Vice-President Muderick, that Council approve the Schedule, the Borough Treasurer draw checks, be approved by the President of Council, attested by the Borough Secretary, and all bills paid.  Motion carried. The Finance Committee will meet Monday April 18th and will include in their discussion a request from the Narberth Fire Company to provide better tracking to fill out a bi-annual report required by the state.


Councilwoman Boise, Chairman of the Ad-Hoc Bridge Committee reported there was no new information received from Pennoni Associates. Pennoni is working on the next design phase. The Committee will not meet in April.


Councilman Ghosh, Chairman of the Economic Development Committee reported his committee would meet next Monday April 18th ad discuss plans for a breakfast with property owners and business operators scheduled for Wednesday May 25th. The committee will also discuss a marketing brochure with the members of the Narberth Business Association.


President Daley reported one letter was received during the month. The letter was received from Jim Speers and previously discussed.


President Daley asked if there was any citizen present who wished to address Council on any subject?


C I T I Z E N     C O M M E N T S

There were four members of the public present for tonight’s meeting. No citizen addressed Council this evening.


R E S O L U T I O N S

           Councilman Ghosh presented a resolution authorizing Mayor Grady to sign a petition in support for the Mayors for Peace Program. (See #18)  Councilman Wegbreit seconded the passage of this resolution. Resolution adopted by the unanimous voice vote of Council. 

          Councilman Wegbreit introduced a resolution authorizing the purchase of a 2011 Dodge Ram 4 X 4 pick up through the Pennsylvania COSTAR piggyback contract for a total contract price of $29,286.50. Contract price includes a plow. (See #19)

         Councilman Ghosh seconded the passage of this resolution. Resolution adopted by the unanimous voice vote of Council.
         Councilman Wegbreit, Chairman of the Highway Committee, introduced the title of Ordinance No. 952. Councilman Wegbreit read the title of this ordinance:

         An Ordinance to Amend Ordinance No. 673 approved April 11, 1977 as amended, which established privileged parking by creating a two-hour parking time zone on designated areas of Price Avenue and on North Essex Avenue and the 100 Block of Dudley Avenue.

         Councilman Ghosh seconded the introduction of this ordinance. Introduction approved by unanimous voice vote of council. This ordinance will be duly advertised in a local newspaper of general circulation to be considered for adoption at the May 9th Council Meeting.

        Councilman Quinn, Chairman of the Public Safety Committee presented a resolution authorizing the proper Borough Officials to execute a contract to purchase a 2011 Ford Crown Victoria Police Intercepted package for $22,603.22 as specified by quotation # 1031011 for New Holland Automotive Group. (See #20) Vice-President Muderick seconded the passage of this resolution. Resolution adopted by the unanimous voice vote of Council.


Under new business the Borough Manager said he had attended a very successful Japanese Cherry Blossom Festival sponsored by Maido. The highlight of the program was a puppet show that filled the Girl Scout Room beyond capacity. The money raised by the puppet show went to the Japanese Red Cross to benefit tsunami victims. Mr. Martin suggested that the next puppet show be moved to a larger venue.


The Borough Manager said he had written to Michael Stokes, Chairman of the Montgomery County Open Space Board requesting an extension of time to complete the Windsor Avenue Greening project. This project also involves funding from the Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission and involves designing and building a storm water management system to control water entering into Cobbs Creek Watershed from the Borough. Lower Merion Township is also working on a project at Shortridge Park to protect the watershed. The Borough Manager said that there is no funding currently available to implement the project, but he will continue to monitor the project in the hopes of completing a smaller scaled down portion of the project.


Mayor Grady asked if new signs had been erected in the park to alert the public to the change in hours and new rules adopted by Council. The Borough Manager said he is working on new signs and will have them erected at the entrances to the park when they come in.


Councilman Wegbreit requested a brief executive session to discuss a matter under litigation concerning the Chain-Fay Litigation. Vice-President Muderick also requested a brief executive session to discuss the litigation concerning the ownership of the former Narberth School Building. 


There being no further business to come before Council this evening, President Daley entertained a motion to adjourn to executive session, so moved by Council Member Nancy Lotz, seconded by Councilwoman Boise. Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 8:45 P.M. Executive session ended at 9: 15 PM with no further action being taken by Borough Council.





Respectfully submitted,





Frederick C. Hansell, Jr.





Assistant Borough Secretary





Assistant Borough Manager

Fch  





1


