MINUTES OF THE BOROUGH OF NARBERTH

COUNCIL CAUCUS MEETING

The caucus meeting of the Narberth Borough Council was called to order in the Municipal Building, 100 Conway Avenue, Narberth, Pa. on January 5, 2011 at 8:00 P.M. by Council President Mary Jo Daley.


 Present:                                         Absent:                                         


  Messrs.:
                                      


 Heidi Boise


 Surge Ghosh


 Nancy Lotz, (Ms.) 


 Aaron Muderick, Vice-President


 Michael Quinn


 Bob Wegbreit


 Mary Jo Daley, (Ms.) President


Also Present:


 Thomas Grady, Mayor                 Marc Jonas, Borough Solicitor


 William J. Martin, Borough Manager


 Frederick C. Hansell, Jr., Assistant Borough Manager


President Mary Jo Daley referred to the tentative agenda distributed to all Councilmembers, and posted on the information boards. (See #1)


Councilman Surge Ghosh, Chairman of the Finance Committee reported his committee is proud that the budget passed. Councilman Ghosh said he would like a worksheet added that gives detail of the income and expenses for the 201 Sabine Avenue Complex including a five-year capital outlay program. The committee normally meets the third Wednesday of every month and is working on finding a date in January. The committee will continue to discuss several topics, including meeting with the Borough auditors, and also meeting with the Central Tax Bureau. The Borough Manager said an internal audit would be conducted to insure we have all of the latest businesses have been included.


Councilman Quinn, Chairman of the Public Safety Committee reported his committee met prior to tonight’s meeting and discussed the Police Contract. They will defer discussion of the police contract till later in the meeting when the Mayor is present.


Councilman Wegbreit, Chairman of the Highway Committee reported his committee would meet on January 24th, 2011 and discuss the requests for expanded 2-hour parking on the 400 and 500 blocks of North Essex Avenue. Residents have requested this zone in response to employees of the 201 Sabine Avenue Complex using the surrounding streets not the parking lot. The Borough Manager said he will send a letter to residents in the 400 and 500 blocks of North Essex Avenue inviting them to come to the committee meeting to discuss the parking issues in this area.


Vice-President Muderick, Chairman of the Health and Welfare Committee reported that his committee was scheduled to meet on January 19, 2011 but will reschedule because of the public hearing scheduled for that time. The committee continues to work with a citizen’s committee group interested in eliminating littering and cleaning up cigarette butts in the downtown area. The committee is also continuing to research LED street lights, with information provided by PECO Energy. 


Councilwoman Heidi Boise, Chairman of the Property Committee reported that the committee would meet on January 24, 2011 at 8:00 PM and continue discussions of the Sabine Avenue tot-lot hours at the request of the a Sabine Avenue resident. The committee will also discuss safety issues, and possible improvements to the tot-lot.


Councilwoman Boise said the Borough would take over the plantings at the Narberth Train Station, formerly maintained by the NICE committee. The Borough Manager has contacted several sources to get a price on professionally planting and maintaining several new planting areas.


Councilwoman Boise suggested that Main Line Executive Management be invited to the next Property Committee meeting to update the committee on the status of capital improvements for 2011. The committee will also ask the Nall’s Architecture group to complete its analysis of the conditions in the building.


Council member Nancy Lotz, Chairman of the Building and Zoning Committee reported that her committee met jointly with the Planning Commission on Monday January 3, 2011. The agenda included information pertaining to Ordinance No. 935’s Public Hearing scheduled for January 19th at 7:30 pm and the current zoning items the Planning Commission is working on. These include building set backs, building lines, and impervious surface coverage, lot sizes, front porches and additions.  The Planning Commission will also explore “Form zoning”. This type of zoning relates scale of building to surrounding properties. This is a new concept that has been used in Lansdowne and Pottstown and Norristown. The Planning Commission will continue to work on parking issues in commercial and residential zones, and conversion of single-family homes to multiple family units.


Councilman Ghosh, Chairman of the Economic Development Committee said his committee did not meet in December and probably will not meet in January. He said the Dickens festival was a huge success and they Narberth Business Association were already making plans for next year’s celebration. The Borough Manager reported that the Borough newsletter, including the trash and recycling calendar was mailed to all residents last week, and was posted to the Borough’s website.


Councilwoman Boise, Chairman of the Ad-Hoc Bridge Committee reported

The committee has scheduled a meeting for January 25, 2011 with representatives from Pennoni Associates and Venturi, Scott, Brown to discuss design details of the North Narberth Avenue Bridge. The Borough Manager reported no progress with the issues of safety bollards and safety fence around the construction.


Councilman Quinn, Chairman of the Public Safety Committee distributed copies of the latest draft of the Police Contract to every member of Council. He reviewed each section of the proposed contract that has been negotiated with by Labor Attorney Joe Rudolf. The agreement calls for no salary increase in 2011; 2 ½ % increase in 2012; 3% increase in 2013 and 2% increase January 1, 2014 and a 2% increase July 1, 2014. Life insurance benefits and health insurance benefits have changed effective January 1, 2011. Survivor benefits have been changed and well as post retirement benefits. There are several side letters covering agreements under Act 44. Under Act 44 there will be a lump sum payment to a retiree as part of a negotiated settlement. This agreement will provide some savings to the Borough. The Public Safety Committee will present a motion authorizing the President of Borough Council to sign the final agreement once the Public Safety Committee has reviewed it.


Vice-President Muderick, Chairman of the Ad-Hoc Rules Committee distributed a copy of the latest revision that has been re-typed by Leslie Marshall administrative assistant in the Borough Office. The last revisions to the rules and regulations of Council were dated October 12, 1998. The committee has met three times and has adjusted some of the sections. There was discussion of several of the proposed changes: 

1. Section B- Powers of the Finance Committee

2. Section E-7 Added descriptions

3. Page 9 G –1 update communications to add e-mail

4. Section H –8 published ordinances

5. Section J-17 –retain audio tapes for 60 days

6. Section I –1 Presidential discretion to recognize residents and taxpayers

7. Section H –B-8 Finance Committee to review ordinance

8. Section E- appointment of committees

9. Page 7  - Calling of a special meeting

10. Page 18- section J-15 substantive changes to minutes


Under other matters President Daley called upon the Borough Manager to discuss modifications of the FEMA Flood Plane map. The Borough Manager said that the Army Corps of Engineers has made modifications to the flood plain areas in Narberth, and public notification is required to all of those effected. Pennoni Engineers will review the modifications and advise how many properties are affected.


The Borough Manager distributed copies of the 2011 Ethics statement form that are required to filed by May 1st, 2011. The Boards and Commissions appointments made by Borough Council at the December 29, 2011 meeting will be sworn in at the January 10, 2011 Council Meeting.


Councilman Sam Quinn, Chairman of the Public Safety Committee presented the following motion:


I move that the President of Council be authorized to execute the new Police Contract after the Public Safety Committee has reviewed the final documents, and signed by the Fraternal Order of Police. Vice-President Muderick seconded the passage of this motion. Motion approved by the unanimous voice vote of Council. 

CITIZEN COMMENTS


There were four members of the public present this evening. Mark McSorley a resident of 109 Woodbine Avenue addressed council requesting a private meeting to discuss several issues. President Daley said that the Borough Solicitor would not recommend a private meeting with a party that is suing us. President Daley said that Council is governed by the sunshine laws and can only meet in public session, unless an executive session is called for a specific reason. Mr. Mc Sorley read a letter dated December 29, 2010 (See # 2) in which he questioned the application of the Borough’s Fire Code to certain additions and commercial establishments. Mr. McSorley said he had reviewed many of the Borough’s building permits that were issued since 1989 and found certain properties that he felt would have required the installation of sprinklers in residential additions and commercial alterations. He stated that the Borough’s records needed to be improved and better organized. President Daley said that the letter would be reviewed by the Borough Office and most likely will be given to the Borough Solicitor for reply.


President Daley said that she would schedule an executive session for Monday January 10th at 7:00 PM to discuss the Narberth Arbors litigation and the possible settlement over the litigation with the Lower Merion School District over the ownership of the 201 Sabine Avenue former Narberth School property. 


There being no further business to come before Council this evening, President Daley entertained a motion to adjourn, so moved by Vice-President Muderick, seconded by Councilman Quinn.  Motion carried. Caucus meeting adjourned at 9:30 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Frederick C. Hansell, Jr.

Assistant Borough Secretary

Assistant Borough Manager
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