MINUTES OF THE BOROUGH OF NARBERTH

COUNCIL CAUCUS MEETING

The caucus meeting of the Narberth Borough Council was called to order in the Municipal Building, 100 Conway Avenue, Narberth, Pa. on March 3, 2010 at 8:30 P.M. by Council President Mary Jo Daley.


 Present:                                             Absent:                                         


  Messrs.:
                                      


 Heidi Boise


 Surge Ghosh


 Nancy Lotz, (Ms.) 


 Aaron Muderick, Vice-President


 Michael Quinn


 Bob Wegbreit


 Mary Jo Daley, (Mrs.) President


Also Present:


 Thomas Grady, Mayor                       Marc Jonas, Borough Solicitor


 William J. Martin, Borough Manager


 Frederick C. Hansell, Jr., Assistant Borough Manager


President Mary Jo Daley referred to the tentative agenda distributed to all Councilmembers, and posted on the information boards. (See #1)


Councilman Surge Ghosh, Chairman of the Finance Committee reported his committee met on February 25, 2010 and discussed their agenda for the year. The broad list includes

1. Analysis of the current budget.

2. Analysis of long-term available resources/ debts/human resources.

3. Analysis of vehicle stock.

4. Analysis of Library funding and expenditures.

5. Analysis of Fire Company resources and funding.

6. Review of new projects to be explored for funding and priority.

The committee has established the third Monday of each month at 7:30 PM.


Councilman Quinn, Chairman of the Public Safety Committee reported his committee did not meet this month. He attended the Fire Company Board Meeting and they announced former fire fighter Tom Hayes’s name will be added to the Montgomery County Fallen Fire-Fighters’ Memorial at the Fire Academy in Conshohocken on Saturday March 17th, 2010 at 8:30 AM.


The Borough Manager said that he has had no further information on the Memorandum of Understanding with Lower Merion Township.


The Fire Company Board was happy with the Fire Marshal inspections of the old Narberth School Building, and the St. Margaret’s School Parrish Center. Positive feedback produced a new list of buildings to be inspected next, which will include the day care centers, and the Narberth Community Theatre at the United Methodist Church at Price and Essex Avenue.


The Borough Manager distributed a letter circulated by Daylin Leach concerning a possible ordinance that fines gun owners for failing to report lost or stolen firearms that are not promptly reported to the local police department.  The committee agreed to discuss this at the next committee meeting. Mayor Grady said this issue is usually prosecuted by the DA’s office under the uniform crimes code.


Councilman Wegbreit, Chairman of the Highway Committee reported his committee met prior to tonight’s caucus meeting and discussed the expansion of the snow emergency routes. At the meeting the Borough Manager outlined the operation of the snow zones and the safety concerns expressed by the Highway Department and the Fire Department about getting emergency vehicles to certain locations in a heavy snowstorm. Councilman Wegbreit asked if the procedures and timing could be posted to the Borough’s website. The committee will present a recommendation at Monday’s Council meeting if favor of adopting the expanded snow routes in the four locations discussed by the committee. The Highway Committee will meet prior to the Council meeting with members of the public that are interested in commenting on the expansion of the snow routes. The Committee will also continue to monitor the traffic situation at S. Narberth Avenue and Woodside Avenue. There was discussion of the new bridge design and the possibility of a covered walkway design that would eliminate the need to shovel the bridge walkways.


Vice-President Muderick, Chairman of the Health and Welfare Committee reported that his committee will meet the 3rd Monday of each month at 7:00 PM. The committee will met March 18th and will discuss putting out the new recycling brochure that will show the expanded plastics collection. The new recycling brochure will be distributed to residents with the next newsletter that is mailed to residents at the end of May. The Borough will also participate in the Narb-Earth Day celebration scheduled for Saturday April 24th starting at Noon.


Councilwoman Heidi Boise, Chairman of the Property Committee reported that her committee met with Bill Leisheir of LH Holding Company and discussed building maintenance and operations. The committee also met with the sub-tenants and discussed the property management and extension of the existing leases that expire May 31, 2010. New leases are complicated by the litigation by the Lower Merion School District over ownership of the building. President Daley asked if there was any up date on the park ordinance. Councilwoman Boise said the issue is still on the committee’s agenda. 


Council member Nancy Lotz, Chairman of the Building and Zoning Committee asked the Borough Manager to comment on the final subdivision. Arcadia Land Development has submitted their final plans that are being reviewed by Pennoni Engineers, the Waetzman Planning Group and Arborist Jason Lubar of the Morris Arboretum. The plans have a 15 to 30 day review period before being presented to Council.


Councilwoman Lotz reviewed the letter issued to the members of the Narberth Planning Commission as a list of priority items to be worked on.

1. Retail ordinance – to be reviewed by the professional planners.

2. Parking ordinances.

3. Update definitions in the existing code.

4. Building Additions to scale of neighborhood.

5. Signage 

6. Fence ordinance

7. Student Housing

8. Zoning map

Councilwoman Lotz asked all of the members of Council to let her know the priority to be assigned to each task. Councilman Wegbreit asked if adding two more members to the Narberth Planning Commission should also be added as a priority. Historic preservation and sustainability needs to be discussed by the building and zoning committee. President Daley asked if the committee could use the staff of the Montgomery County Planning Commission to help draft ordinances. The committee also needs to discuss storm water runoff and changing the set back requirements. Each member of Council expressed their opinion on the list of priorities, and the timetable to be established for each task.


Councilman Ghosh, Chairman of the Economic Development Committee said he attended the Narberth Business Association breakfast and updated them on some of the issues before council. He identified for the Narberth Business association the purpose of the committee and its focus for the coming year. The Business Association will sponsor the Leprechaun Hunt on Saturday March 13th from 1;00 PM to 4:00PM and is also investigating a motorcycle show that will have bikes on display in the downtown area.


Councilman Ghosh initiated a discussion of applying for a “Google Fiber” community grant to have the community wired by fiber optic cable to communicate though the Internet. Councilman Ghosh has examined the application form and begun to assemble the information requested.


Councilwoman Boise, Chairman of the Ad-Hoc Bridge Committee asked the Borough Manager to explain the proposal received from Pennoni Associates for the demolition of the Rockland Avenue Bridge. The Borough is under order from the PUC to remove the Rockland Avenue Bridge by June 30th.  Pennoni’s proposal outlines the scope of services for the demolition and will assemble the proper paperwork for reimbursement under the PennDot Bridge Bill for the estimated $300,000.00 to $400,000.00 in estimated costs associated with the project. This is a professional services contract that does not have to go out for competitive bids. The Pennoni proposal for approximately  $38,000.00 will be discussed further at Monday’s Council meeting.


Councilwoman Boise set she is trying to get dates together for a meeting with the North Narberth Avenue Bridge Design Team, some time in April.


Under new Business Councilman Ghosh presented a resolution:

 
Narberth Borough Council hereby authorizes Surge Ghosh, as chairman of the Finance Committee to submit a proposal under the “Google” Fiber program. The resolution authorizes Councilman Ghosh to sign the application on behalf of Council.


Vice-President Muderick seconded the passage of this resolution. Resolution adopted by the unanimous voice vote of Council.


The Borough Manager said that as part of this year’s Financial Audit conducted by Stockton Bates, the Borough is required to value the estimated cost of post retirement medical benefits provided to retirees. The cost of this actuarial study is approximately $3,500.00 and will be performed by an outside firm.

CITIZEN  COMMENTS


There were four members of the public present this evening. No citizen addressed Council this evening. 


There being no further business to come before Council this evening, President Daley entertained a motion to adjourn, so moved by Councilwoman Lotz, seconded by Vice-President Muderick. Motion carried. Caucus meeting adjourned to executive session to discuss a matter under litigation, ownership of the old Narberth School Building at 10: 10 P.M. Executive session ended at 10:35 PM with no further action being taken by Council. 

Respectfully submitted,

Frederick C. Hansell, Jr.

Assistant Borough Secretary

Assistant Borough Manager
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