MINUTES OF THE BOROUGH OFPRIVATE 

NARBERTH COUNCIL MEETING

The combined caucus and regular council meeting of the Narberth Borough Council was called to order in the Community Building, 80 Windsor Avenue, Narberth, Pa. on September 12, 2011 at 7:30 P.M. by Council Vice-President Aaron Muderick.



Present                                                          Absent
      Messrs.:                                                            Mary Jo Daley, (Mrs.) President


Heidi Boise


Surge Ghosh


Nancy V. Lotz, (Ms.) 


Aaron Muderick, Vice President


Michael Quinn


Bob Wegbreit


Also Present:


Thomas Grady, Mayor                                  Marc Jonas, Borough Solicitor


William J. Martin, Borough Manager


Frederick C. Hansell, Jr., Assistant Borough Manager


Following the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag, as led by Councilman Wegbreit, it was moved by Councilwoman Lotz and seconded by Councilman Ghosh that the minutes of the July 11, 2011 Combined Caucus and Council meeting be approved as circulated.  Motion carried.  The minutes of the August 8, 2011 will be considered at the October Council meeting after corrections are made. Vice-President Muderick announced that Council had met in executive session on Thursday September 8th and also prior to tonight’s meeting to discuss a personnel matter.


Vic-President Muderick called upon the Mayor, Tom Grady, for his report. The Mayor reported that Officer James J. Conway, Jr. resigned from the police force effective Friday September 9, 2011. Mayor Grady said he would provide no further comment because it is a personnel matter.


Ms. Linda Waddell, President of the Board of Trustees, of the Narberth Community Library, was absent this evening, but the regular monthly report of the Narberth Community Library Trustees, prepared by Librarian Mary Glendenning for the month of August 2011 showing receipts, disbursements, and circulation statistics for the month was read by Vice-President Muderick.  The report shows circulation for the month of August of 5,410 volumes, an increase of 178 volumes from last month and an increase of 1,251 volumes from August 2011. The August 31, 2011 balance sheet lists total assets of $747,491.41 (See # 1) The Library summer reading program has had a very busy summer with over 800 people attended. September is Library Card Sign-Up month with key chains issued to participants.


Vice-President Muderick read the August 31, 2011 report of the Borough Treasurer, Mrs. Leslie E. Marshall, which was received, and was ordered filed for audit. (See #2) The report shows an opening balance of $54,392.82; receipts of $668,024.73; expenditures of $314,753.99: and adjustments of -$17.41 bank service charge and –$5,122.33 current cash account over reimbursement; leaving a closing balance of $402,523.82.  The Trial Balance submitted by the Borough Office is in balance. (See # 3) The Schedule of Invested Funds shows an August 31, 2011 balance of PLIGIT investments of $2,048,492.96. (See # 4)


The August 31, 2011 report of the Borough Tax Collector, Mrs. Regina Watson, was received and ordered filed for audit.  (See #5)  The Tax Collector has collected 97.573% or $2,600,505.44 of the 2011 Real Estate Tax duplicate of $2,665,189.59, leaving an unpaid balance of $64,684.69; 97.573% or $554,181.73 of the 2011 Solid Waste Tax duplicate of $567,966.27, leaving an unpaid balance of $13,784.64; and 97.260% or $183,098.88 of the 2011 Sewer Tax Duplicate of $188,257.13, leaving an unpaid balance of $5,158.31 for bills issued February 1, 2011. There were 1,499 tax bills issued based on a 2011 assessed value of $303,725.280.00. The Tax Collector has received 41.642% of the 2011 Lower Merion School Tax Duplicate.


The Borough Solicitor, Marc D. Jonas, was absent and left no written report.


The Borough Manager, William Martin, reported that there are several important agenda items this evening. The Ad-Hoc Bridge Committee will present a resolution approving a reimbursement agreement with Amtrak covering the cost of the environmental studies. Mark Cappuccio of Eastburn and Gray negotiated the agreement. The Borough Manager has been working with Aqua, PA. to coordinate its water main capital rebuilding program with the Borough’s street resurfacing program. Aqua has proposed new water mains for North Wynnewood Avenue from the tunnel to Manor Road. The proposed agreement with Aqua will allow the Borough to pay Aqua’s sub-contractor for resurfacing our street; but we will only pay for one-half of the total resurfacing. The new police vehicle has been received and has been modified for use by Lt. Pavoni. The new pick-up truck for the highway department has been ordered and is expected to arrive in October. The Borough Manager will begin working on the 2012 preliminary budget. Letters have been sent to all of the outside agencies and they were asked to return their budgets before tonight’s council meeting. All of the agencies have responded except two.
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Council member Nancy Lotz, Chairman of the Building and Zoning Committee, presented the September 12, 2011 report showing permit activity for the month of August 2011: 15 permits issued; cost of permits $19,260.00; cost of construction $552,179.00; 6 jobs completed; 40 building inspections made; no curb and sidewalk permit issued; 1 curb and sidewalk inspection made; 1 use and occupancy certificate issued; 4 plumbing permits issued, 4 plumbing permits completed; no heating equipment permit issued, no heating equipment permits completed. (See # 6) The Building and Zoning Committee, along with the Narberth Planning Commission, sponsored a public information session on September 7th, 2011 to help explain to the public some of the basic parameters of Form Based Zoning. The Narberth Planning Commission reviewed the research that had been done, and discussed its objectives in establishing a new form based zoning code for Narberth. There was a brief description of the new form based zoning objectives. Councilwoman Lotz said the Narberth Planning Commission was looking for confirmation from Council that form based zoning was the direction in which Council was prepared to move forward. The Borough Manager said he had applied for a grant from the Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission to cover the cost of adopting a new code. The Building and Zoning Committee will meet again on September 28, 2011 at 7:30 PM to continue its discussion of the new form based zoning. The Borough Manager has asked for a financial proposal from the staff of the Montgomery County Planning Commission to prepare a new form based zoning ordinance.


Michael Quinn, Chairman of the Public Safety Committee, presented the September 8, 2011 report of the Narberth Police Department (See #7) showing Police statistics for the month of August 2011. The meter violation reports for 2011 shows 237 meter violations for the month. (YTD 1,920) (See #8) The two-hour zone report shows 111 violations for the month of August 2011 (YTD 819) (See # 9); and the Report of District Justice Kathleen Valentine, together with a check in the amount of $747.42 representing collections for the month of July 2011. (See #10)  The report of the Narberth Fire Company for the month of August 2011 was also read. (See # 11) The Fire Chief reported 34 calls for the month (YTD 176) with 75% of the calls in Lower Merion Township, and 25% of the calls in Narberth Borough. The Fire Marshal, Michael Kennedy, reported that he had made several inspections this month including a fire on Forrest Avenue, the Lutheran Church concerning expansion of its child-care area. He also reviewed several sets of building plans submitted to the Borough Office. (See #12)


Councilman Wegbreit, Chairman of the Highway Committee, read the man-hour report for Highway Department, showing 1,120 man-hours worked for which the Department was paid $19,852.52 for the period July 22, 2011 to August 18, 2011. (See # 13) The committee met this month and discussed the Highway Labor Contract in executive session.  The Committee also discussed the overnight parking of commercial vehicles on streets and in the municipal lot. The Committee will meet this month on Monday September 26th at 7:00 PM and continue the discussion of traffic on East Wynnewood Road; expanding the new two-hour zone on North Essex Avenue to Elm Terrace; and a letter received from the Galman Group, owners of Montgomery Court Apartments to expand the new two-hour zone on Price Avenue. Councilman Wegbreit requested a brief executive session following tonight’s meeting to discuss the highway department labor contract.


Councilwoman Lotz said the Borough seemed to have weathered the two recent heavy rainstorms without too much damage. She said that Windsor Avenue had extensive flooding. The Borough Manager said that the first storm came up quickly, and Officer Vernacchio was able to move all of the police vehicles before the road and parking lot flooded. Councilwoman Lotz lead a discussion about the flooding. The Borough Manager said several small modifications helped to improve flooding conditions. The Borough has added two storm sewer inlets at Narwyn Lane and North Wynnewood Avenue, which helped to reduce the volume and velocity of the water entering the storm sewer system. The Borough will continue to seek improvements to the system to help reduce the effects of flooding. Both recent storms were described as 100-year storms that overwhelmed the capacity of the storm sewer system.


Vice-President Muderick, Chairman of the Health and Welfare Committee, presented the monthly report of trash and recycling collection for the month of August 2011. During the month of August 2011, 189.815 tons of trash were collected along with 16.95 tons of co-mingled recyclabes, 31.29 tons of newsprint, and 17.31 tons of brush.  Costs incurred for the month included $22,712.45 for trash and recycling collection contract;  $12,337.98 tipping fee to the county; $1,038.60 tipping fee for brush collection; $731.05 recycling tipping and hauling; labor costs totaling $4,458.35 for 240 hours. Receipts for special pickups totaled $215.00.   (See #14)  The Health and Welfare Committee did not meet in August but has scheduled the September meeting for Wednesday September 21, 2011 at 7:00 PM. The Committee will discuss landscaping in the downtown area and on Borough properties, and how to improve the upkeep of the plantings already in place.


Vice-President Muderick presented the September 12, 2011 report that during the month of August 2011, there were no dog bites, no cat bites, and no communicable diseases reported.  (See # 15)


Councilwoman Heidi Boise, Chairwoman of the Property Committee, presented the September 12, 2011 report. (See #16) During the month of August 2011:

1. Proposals have been received for repairs to the municipal building roof.

2. Repairs to the municipal building steps have been scheduled for September.

3. The summer basketball programs completed another successful season on August 10, 2011.

4. The highway crew has begun, with the assistance of Farrelly Brothers, landscaping the fields for the fall sports programs.

5. The Committee is awaiting the results of the meeting with Nalls Architects and Pennoni Associates concerning the 201 Sabine Avenue architectural barrier free walkways.


The Property Committee did not meet in August but has two meetings scheduled for September: the property users meeting scheduled for Thursday September 15th, and the Property Committee on Thursday September 22, 2011 at 8:00 PM. The committee will continue to discuss the 201 Sabine Avenue complex, and a new design of the walkway from the parking lot to the building. The Property Committee has a proposal for repairs to the Municipal Building roof and replacement of the air conditioning system in the Municipal Building. Councilman Quinn suggested using a public adjuster to negotiate a settlement with the insurance company.


Surge Ghosh, Chairman of the Finance Committee, presented the September 12, 2011 Schedule of Bills covering General Fund expenditures of $323,134.17 (YTD $5,388,406.56) and Highway Aid Fund expenditures of $4,445.62 (YTD $39,614.57) (See #17) It was moved by Councilwoman Lotz, seconded by Councilman Wegbreit, that Council approve the Schedule, the Borough Treasurer draw checks, to be approved by the President of Council, attested by the Borough Secretary; and all bills be paid.  Motion carried. The Finance Committee did not meet in August, but will meet on September 19th, 2011 at 8:00 PM to continue discussion of the upcoming proposed 2012 Borough Budget. All outside organizations have been contacted and requested to submit their budget requests. The Borough Manager said he was waiting to receive 2012 budget requests from the Narberth Community Library and Narberth Fire Company.


Councilwoman Boise, Chairman of the Ad-Hoc Bridge Committee, reported that the committee did not meet in August, it will meet September 21, 2011 at 8:00 PM. Councilwoman Boise read an update from Craig Suhoskey of Pennoni Associates concerning the North Narberth Avenue Bridge.


Councilman Ghosh, Chairman of the Economic Development Committee, reported the committee did not meet in August and will meet on September 19, 2011 at 7:30 PM. The Committee is discussing a proposal from Ed Ridgeway of the Narberth Business Association for a business directory or Internet directory.


The Narberth Business Association will participate in the Octoberfest scheduled for October 1st. Details are available at the NBA website at www.Narberthonline.com.


Vice-President Muderick reported that one letter was received during the month. The letter was received from Galman Group concerning the 2-hour privileged parking zone on Price Avenue. (See #18)  The letter was referred to the Highway Committee for study.


Vice-President Muderick asked any citizen present who wished to address Council on any subject.


C I T I Z E N     C O M M E N T S

There were two members of the public present for tonight’s meeting.  Jose Zighelboim of 316 Woodbine addressed Council this evening. Mr. Zighelboim said he was being harassed by his neighbors, who disputed the ownership of an alleyway behind his house that he uses to place his trash out to Williams Avenue. He asked if the Borough could do anything to help him from being harassed. Vice-President Muderick said he had visited both properties, and had talked with the Borough Manager to see if there were any known easement for this property.  Mr. Zighelboim said he has researched the title at Montgomery County and was seeking to find a resolution to his problem. Vice-President Muderick said that in consulting with the Borough Manager there were no violations issued against either party. He said he was checking to see if there was an easement to put a utility pole in the alleyway. He said that his research showed him that his deed had not been recorded properly, and he was taking the proper steps to have that corrected. Vice-President Muderick and Mayor Grady suggested that he consult an attorney to file a civil action against his neighbors. Mr. Zighelboim thanked Council for the suggestions.


R E S O L U T I O N S

Councilwoman Heidi Boise, Chairman of the Ad-hoc Bridge Committee, recommended the passage of Agreement # 164280 between Amtrak and the Borough of Narberth concerning reimbursement for Amtrak’s environmental risk fee associated with the preliminary engineering agreement. The recommendation authorizes the Vice-President of Council and the Borough Manager to execute and attest to the signature.  Councilman Ghosh seconded the passage of this recommendation. Recommendation adopted by a unanimous voice vote of Council.


Councilwoman Nancy Lotz, Chairman of the Building and Zoning Committee, presented a recommendation that the Narberth Planning Commission be empowered to continue its research and planning to write a new form based zoning code ordinance for Narberth Borough. Councilman Ghosh seconded the passage of this recommendation. Recommendation passed by the unanimous voice vote of Council.


There being no further business to come before Council this evening, Vice-President Muderick entertained a motion to adjourn to executive session to discuss the Highway Department labor contract. So moved by Council Member Nancy Lotz, seconded by Councilman Wegbreit. Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 8:40 P.M. executive session ended at 9:15 PM with no further action being taken by Council.





Respectfully submitted,





Frederick C. Hansell, Jr.





Assistant Borough Secretary





Assistant Borough Manager
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