MINUTES OF THE BOROUGH OFPRIVATE 

NARBERTH COUNCIL MEETING

The regular council meeting of the Narberth Borough Council was called to order in the Municipal Building, 100 Conway Avenue, Narberth, Pa. on February 14, 2011 at 8:00 P.M. by Council President Mary Jo Daley.



Present                                                          

      Messrs.:


Heidi Boise


Surge Ghosh


Nancy V. Lotz, (Ms.) 


Aaron Muderick, Vice President


Michael Quinn


Bob Wegbreit

  
Mary Jo Daley, (Mrs.) President


Also Present:


Thomas Grady, Mayor


William J. Martin, Borough Manager


Marc Jonas, Borough Solicitor


Frederick C. Hansell, Jr., Assistant Borough Manager


Mayor Grady led the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag.  The minutes of the January 5, 2011 Caucus and January 10, 2011 Council meeting will be considered at the March 14, 2011 Council meeting because of last minutes corrections that were circulated today.


President Daley called upon the Mayor, Tom Grady, for his report. The Mayor reported he met with the Public Safety Committee last week and discussed revising the Police Department’s General Orders that have to do with using force.


 The Board of Trustees of the Narberth Community Library submitted the regular written monthly report of the Narberth Community Library Trustees for the month of January 2011 showing receipts, disbursements, and circulation statistics for the month.  The report shows circulation for the month of 3,817 volumes that is an increase of 586 volumes from January 31, 2010. The January 31, 2011 balance sheet lists assets totaling $755,367.72. (See #1) The written report submitted by Librarian Mary Glendening shows more offerings of downloadable books through the Overdrive program. The Library will be holding an Open House on Monday February 28th from 6-8:00 PM with demonstrations on many of the services offered by the Library. The Library’s wine tasting fundraiser will take place Friday March 18th at Evivva, featuring a selection from Robert Peters, Specialty Consultant for the PLCB Wine and Spirits Premium Collection.


President Daley read the January 31, 2011 report of the Borough Treasurer, Mrs. Leslie E. Marshall, which was received and was ordered, filed for audit. (See #2) The report shows an opening balance of $14,134.84; receipts of $546,717.49; expenditures of $558,358.91 and adjustments of –$128.65 Wachovia Bank Service Charge -$338.00 Citizens Bank service charge+$27.95 Citizens Bank interest; leaving a closing balance of $2,946.99.  The Trial Balance submitted by the Borough Office is in balance. (See #3) The Schedule of Invested Funds shows a January 31, 2011 balance of PLIGIT investments of $852,429.16. (See # 4)


The Borough Manager reported that the Borough Tax Collector, Mrs. Regina Watson, issued this year’s tax bills on February 1st. The tax collector will submit a regular report in March.


The Borough Solicitor, Marc D. Jonas had no report.


The Borough Manager, William Martin, reported the Borough Office is moving forward with notifications of the FEMA flood plain map. Notices will be delivered door to door for any property that is listed on the FEMA flood plain map as zone A. The Borough Manager said that additional monthly reports would be added to the Borough’s website. The treasurer’s report was posted and the tax collector’s monthly report will be added next. The Borough Manager has sent all of the Zoning Code Amendments to General Code to be codified, and ultimately they will provide a quotation for providing an electronic version that may be added to the Borough’s website.


President Daley thanked the Borough Manager for providing Valentines Day treats for tonight’s meeting.

PRIVATE 
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTStc  \l 1 "STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS"

Council member Nancy Lotz, Chairman of the Building and Zoning Committee, presented the February 14, 2011 report showing permit activity for the month of January 2011: 15 permits issued; cost of permits $5,815.00; cost of construction $188,450.00; 10 jobs completed; 25 building inspections made; no curb and sidewalk permit issued; 4 curb and sidewalk inspections made; 2 use and occupancy certificates issued; 4 plumbing permits issued, 2 plumbing permits completed; no heating equipment permit issued, no heating equipment permits completed. (See # 5)


Michael Quinn, Chairman of the Public Safety Committee presented the February 14, 2011 report of the Narberth Police Department, (See # 6) showing Police statistics for the month of January 2011; The meter violation reports for January 2011 shows 368 meter violations for the month.  (See # 7) The two-hour zone report shows 3 violations for the month of January 2011 (See #8) and the Report of District Justice Kathleen Valentine, together with a check in the amount of $1,481.72 representing collections for the month of January 2011. (See # 9) The report of the Narberth Fire Company for the month of January 2011 was also read. (See # 10) The Fire Chief reported 22 calls for the month of January. The fire marshal reported he had attended a meeting with representatives from the Fourth of July Committee to discuss crowd control and pedestrian movement prior to the fireworks and at the close of the fireworks display. The fire marshal will coordinate inspection schedules for 2011 and has also participated in inspections of the Narberth Arbors residential sprinkler installation. Councilman Quinn said that the police department participated in 112 hours of training and the fire department participated in 46 hours of training.


Councilman Wegbreit, Chairman of the Highway Committee, read the man-hour report for Highway Department, showing 911 man-hours worked for which the Department was paid $32,499.00 for the period December 24, 2010 to January 20, 2011. (See # 11)  Councilman Wegbreit noted that there were two bills on the schedule of bills for snow removal costs, one for Gregory Paving for $3,148.53 and two for labor costs for $5,328.16 for 224 hours and another for $9,145.40 for 406 hours of snow removal labor.


Councilman Wegbreit said he had contacted the customer service area of SEPTA concerning the residents’ complaints about late train service to the Narberth Train station. Councilman Wegbreit said he was invited to tour the SEPTA headquarters. Councilman Wegbreit said that Kevin Kennedy, employed since June of 2000 would be leaving the highway crew to work for the Tredyffrin Township highway crew, and the Borough Manager said he would probably not be replaced because the college summer help will pick up the additional work starting in June.


Vice-President Muderick, Chairman of the Health and Welfare Committee, presented the monthly report of trash and recycling collection for the month of January 2011. During the month of 133.33 tons of trash were collected along with 19.03 tons of co-mingled recyclables and 34.74 tons of cardboard, mixed paper and newsprint; and 6.95 tons of brush.  Costs incurred for the month included $22,712.45 for trash and recycling collection contract;  $8,669.05 tipping fee to the county; $417.00 tipping fee for brush collection; $820.76 recycling tipping and hauling; labor costs totaled $2,782.66 for 121 hours. Receipts for special pickups totaled $75.00.   (See # 12) The Health and Welfare Committee will meet Wednesday February 16, 2011 at 7:00 PM to continue discussion of littering in the downtown area. 


Vice-President Muderick, presented the February 14, 2011 report showing that during the month of January 2011, there were no dog bites, no cat bites and no communicable diseases reported.  (See #13)


Councilwoman Heidi Boise, Chairwoman of the Property Committee, presented the February 14, 2011 report. (See # 14) During the month of January 2011:

1. The committee has requested proposals for the planting areas at the Station Circle. The proposals are to be returned by February 18, 2011.

2. The Committee has received a proposal from Pennoni Associates for the energy audit of the 201 Sabine Avenue building.  The Committee is awaiting samples of energy proposals submitted by Pennoni Associate’s staff to other municipalities.


Councilwoman Boise asked the Borough Manager to respond to the e-mail from Nalls’ Architecture requesting information about roof repairs and fire alarm system repairs. The Borough Manager said that some of the same information had been requested from Kevin Murphy of Main Line Executive Management. The Borough Manager will consult with Kevin Murphy before sending a reply.


Surge Ghosh, Chairman of the Finance Committee, presented the February 14, 2011 Schedule of Bills covering General Fund expenditures of $431,073.81 (YTD $719,010.27) and Highway Aid Fund expenditures of $9,760.60 (YTD $11,650.60) (See # 15) It was moved by Councilwoman Lotz, seconded by Councilwoman Boise, that Council approve the Schedule, the Borough Treasurer draw checks, be approved by the President of Council, attested by the Borough Secretary, and all bills paid.  Motion carried. The Finance Committee will meet with the Borough Auditors Clifton Gunderson on Monday February 21st at 8:00 PM.


Councilwoman Boise, Chairman of the Ad-Hoc Bridge Committee, reported her committee is scheduled to meet Wednesday February 16th at 7:30 and discuss the status of the Rockland Avenue Bridge removal project and then discuss the design of the North Narberth Avenue Bridge with representatives from Pennoni Associates and Venturi Scott Brown.


Councilman Ghosh, Chairman of the Economic Development Committee, reported

his committee would meet February 21st 2011 at 7:30 PM.


President Daley reported three letters were received during the month.  Two thank you letters were received, one from Eldernet and one from New Horizons Senior Center thanking Borough Council for the 2011 Budget allocation. The last letter was received from Sue Bode dated January 21st concerning snowplowing issues. (See #16)


Councilman Wegbreit said that the letter was dated the day of the Highway Committee meeting and that the Highway Committee addressed most of the issues mentioned in the letter held January 19th.


Councilman Wegbreit summarized the committee meeting by saying that the snow zone parking tickets were issued by the parking controller, not the police officer on duty. Members of highway crew were present at the highway committee meeting and explained the plowing procedures followed during a heavy snowstorm. Councilman Wegbreit said improvements were being made to communicate with residents on a timelier basis.


President Daley thanked Ms Bode for her letter and said to extend thanks to her husband Charles who works for the Borough as assistant foreman and drives a plow for the highway crew. She stated that the crew is to be congratulated for the fine job they have done in two difficult snowstorms. 


President Daley asked if there were any citizen present who wished to address Council on any subject?


C I T I Z E N     C O M M E N T S

There were nine members of the public present for tonight’s meeting. Nina Kohl of 212 Williams Avenue was present and thanked the highway crew for the wonderful job they did in plowing. She said the plow made multiple trips down her street and made the street easy to use. She said the only problem she saw was the piles of snow on the corner that caused sight difficulties for pedestrians crossing the street.  


William J. Henderson, of 506 Beechwood Lane thanked Council Members for their persistence in resolving the required sprinkler issue in the Narberth Arbors Subdivision. He said that it appeared that the sprinklers in several of the new homes have been completed. He asked that the monthly reports of the Fire Marshal be forwarded to the fire company.


R E S O L U T I O N S

Councilman Ghosh, Chairman of the Finance Committee presented a resolution approving lease modifications to the current lease held by “Crazy Aaron” for a portion of the premises at 201 Sabine Avenue. Councilwoman Boise seconded the passage of this resolution. Resolution adopted by the unanimous voice vote of Council. Councilman Muderick abstained from voting on this resolution, noting his business interest in the lease modifications.


The Borough Manager said that there have been no new applications received for capital funding through the Narberth Industrial Development Authority.


There being no further business to come before Council this evening, President Daley entertained a motion to adjourn to executive session at 8:40 PM to discuss a matter under litigation concerning the Narberth Arbors subdivision and sprinkler lawsuit. So moved by Council Member Nancy Lotz, seconded by Vice-President Muderick. Motion carried. Executive session ended at 9:00 PM with no further action being taken by Council.  Meeting adjourned at 9:05 P.M.





Respectfully submitted,





Frederick C. Hansell, Jr.





Assistant Borough Secretary





Assistant Borough Manager
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