MINUTES OF THE BOROUGH OFPRIVATE 

NARBERTH COUNCIL MEETING

The regular council meeting of the Narberth Borough Council was called to order in the Municipal Building, 100 Conway Avenue, Narberth, Pa. on February 8, 2010 at 8:00 P.M. by Council President Mary Jo Daley.



Present                                                          

      Messrs.:


Heidi Boise


Surge Ghosh


Nancy V. Lotz, (Ms.) 


Aaron Muderick, Vice President


Michael Quinn


Bob Wegbreit

  
Mary Jo Daley, (Mrs.) President


Also Present:


Thomas Grady, Mayor


William J. Martin, Borough Manager


Marc Jonas, Borough Solicitor


Frederick C. Hansell, Jr., Assistant Borough Manager


Following the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag, as led by Councilman Ghosh, it was moved by Councilwoman Boise and seconded by Councilman Muderick that the minutes of the January 4, 2010 Reorganization Meeting, January 6, 2010 Caucus and January 11, 2010 Council meeting be approved as circulated.  Motion carried. 


President Daley called upon the Mayor, Tom Grady for his report. The Mayor had no report.


There was no report from the Narberth Community Library. The Library’s wine Tasting Fund Raiser is scheduled for Saturday February 26th at the Evivva Restaurant on Montgomery Avenue.


President Daley read the January 31, 2010 report of the Borough Treasurer, Mrs. Leslie E. Marshall, which was received and was ordered, filed for audit. (See #1) The report shows an opening balance of $77,629.90; receipts of $473,852.88; expenditures of $501,778.36 and adjustments of -$15.00 for returned parking ticket; leaving a closing balance of $49,689.42.  The Trial Balance submitted by the Borough Office is in Balance. (See #2) The Schedule of Invested Funds shows a January 31, 2010 balance of PLIGIT investments of $965,480.41. (See #3)


The Borough Tax Collector, Mrs. Regina Watson, has mailed the 2010 tax bills to homeowners on February 1, 2010.


The Borough Solicitor, Marc D. Jonas had no report.


The Borough Manager, William Martin, will report later in tonight’s meeting.

PRIVATE 
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTStc  \l 1 "STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS"

Council member Nancy Lotz, Chairman of the Building and Zoning Committee, presented the February 8, 2009 report showing permit activity for the month of January 2009: 14 permits issued; cost of permits $5,700.00; cost of construction $132,714.00; 12 jobs completed; 26 building inspections made; no curb and sidewalk permit issued; no curb and sidewalk inspections made; 6 use and occupancy certificates issued; 1 plumbing permits issued, 3 plumbing permits completed; no heating equipment permit issued, no heating equipment permits completed. (See # 4)


Michael Quinn, Chairman of the Public Safety Committee presented the February 8, 2010 report of the Narberth Police Department, (See # 5) showing Police statistics for the month of January 2009; The meter violation reports for 2009 shows 290 meter violations for the month. (YTD 290) (See # 6) The two-hour zone report shows 145 violations for the month of January 2010 (YTD 145) (See #7) and the Report of District Justice Kathleen Valentine, together with a check in the amount of $527.39 representing collections for the month of December 2009. (See # 8) The report of the Narberth Fire Company for the month of January 2010 was also read. (See #9) The Fire Chief reported 19 calls for the month, with 75% of the calls in Lower Merion Township and 25% of the calls in Narberth Borough. (YTD 19) Councilman Quinn thanked the Mayor for reminding residents in his Narb-Net electronic newsletter to help out by shoveling out fire hydrants during heavy snowstorms. The fire company is working with the fallen fire-fighters memorial to have Tom Hayes name added for being killed in the line of duty. A formal announcement will be made later.


Councilman Wegbreit, Chairman of the Highway Committee, read the man-hour report for Highway Department, showing 1,750 man-hours worked for which the Department was paid $23,624.68 for the period December 18, 2009 to January 21, 2009, and longevity of $10,896.76 for a total of $34,521.44 (See # 10) Councilman Wegbreit asked if the manager had an estimate of the snow removal costs? The manager said it was too early to compile an accurate estimate. Gregory Paving has been contracted to remove the snow from the downtown area and also to haul snow from certain intersections. Many of the costs will be allocated to the Liquid Fuels Budget and the state may offer assistance once the Governor has declared a statewide snow emergency.


Councilman Wegbreit said the Highway Committee has scheduled a meeting to discuss snow emergency routes and adding more streets to the list of snow emergency routes. The new streets need to be reviewed by the Fire Company and plowing crew. Residents on these streets will receive a letter outlining what procedures to follow once the new zones are approved. The designated snow routes allow passage of emergency vehicles and school busses. Residents will be asked to park on only one side, to allow the plows to widen the one lane of traffic to two lanes. The Borough Manager said that the additional snow routes proposed in November would necessitate the addition of approximately 23 new signs to be installed. Councilman Wegbreit said the public should be allowed to comment on the new routes and their impact before Council approves them. The Mayor said that residents could be asked to for voluntary compliance and temporary signs could be installed. With limited parking available residents are urged to double up in driveways and use the municipal lot if possible. Councilman Wegbreit said he would schedule the next highway committee meeting prior to next month’s caucus and invite the public safety committee and the public to attend. Any action on the new zones could be taken at the March Council meeting.


Vice-President Muderick, Chairman of the Health and Welfare Committee presented the monthly report of trash and recycling collection for the month of January 2010. During the month of 164.050 tons of trash were collected along with 24.67 tons of co-mingled recyclabes and 29.410 tons of newsprint, mixed paper and cardboard and 10.210 tons of brush.  Costs incurred for the month included $ for trash and recycling collection contract;  $10,071.55 tipping fee to the county; $612.60 tipping fee for brush collection; $1,064.02 recycling tipping and hauling; labor costs totaled $2,248.61 for 88 hours. Receipts for special pickups totaled $180.00.   (See # 11) The Health and Welfare Committee will meet prior to next month’s caucus, to discuss the proposed Shade Tree Ordinance. The Committee will also begin to research a new trash contact for next year and will begin to compile request for bids in April.


Vice-President Muderick, presented the February 8, 2010 report showing that during the month of January 2010, there were no dog bites, no cat bites and no communicable diseases reported.  The monthly report and 2009 yearly report from the Montgomery County Health Department was received and ordered filed. (See #12)


Councilwoman Heidi Boise, Chairwoman of the Property Committee, presented the February 8, 2010 report. (See # 13) During the month of January 2010:


1.The members of the property Committee and the Manager met with the 4 occupants of the Sabine Avenue Complex on January 26, 2010.


2. The emergency lighting at the rear of the community building has been repaired.


3. The members of the Narberth Athletic Association have purchased a portable batting cage that will be installed on the 3rd base line in front of the bleachers.


Councilwoman Boise said the meeting with the tenants of the old Narberth School building was very productive and produced a good discussion and suggestions from the existing tenants. The property committee plans on meeting with the current property manager in the next month to discuss operating procedures and conditions.


Councilwoman Nancy Lotz, Chairman of the Building and Zoning Committee reported that her committee would present a recommendation later in the meeting recommending approval of the preliminary subdivision presented by Arcadia Land Development for the 4-lot development at 501 North Wynnewood Ave. The Borough’s professional staff including Waetzman Planning Group, Pennoni Engineers and Solicitor Marc Jonas and the members of the Narberth Planning Commission has reviewed the plan. All of their comments and suggestions have been incorporated in to revised preliminary plan.  


The committee also discussed the list of priorities to be given to the Narberth Planning Commission. In 1986 the original letter outlined specific areas of the zoning code that should be reviewed and revised. There was discussion of the proposed downtown district overlay ordinance and its status. The Narberth Planning Commission will ask Council to seek help with an economic analysis of the impact of passing this ordinance. The Narberth Planning Commission will also review the following topics:

1. Size and scale of additions to residential properties

2. Formula Businesses in the down town overlay district

3. Relaxed parking regulations to encourage certain retail establishments

4. Codification of the existing code and recent amendments

5. Updated zoning definitions

6. Revised zoning map and chart to analyze existing zoning classifications

7. Revisions to signage and façade regulations

8. Subdivisions and revisions which strengthen existing code

9. Shade Tree Ordinance

10. Student Housing Ordinance

11. Sustainability ordinance/Historic preservation Ordinance


Chairman Lotz asked each council member for a prioritized list that can be presented to the Narberth Planning Commission for discussion and to develop a time line for action. The Borough Solicitor suggested getting sample ordinances as a starting point. He also suggested having the Planning Commission submit a written report of progress to Council.


Surge Ghosh, Chairman of the Finance Committee, presented the February 8, 2010 Schedule of Bills covering General Fund expenditures of $362,462.04. (YTD $669,613.25)  and Highway Aid Fund expenditures of $13,466.82 (YTD $13,466.82) (See # 14) It was moved by Councilwoman Lotz, seconded by Councilman Muderick, that Council approve the Schedule, the Borough Treasurer draw checks, be approved by the President of Council, attested by the Borough Secretary, and all bills paid.  Motion carried. The Finance Committee will meet February 25, 2010 at 8:00 PM and will adopt the third Monday of each month as its regular meeting night.


Councilman Ghosh, Chairman of the Economic Development Committee reported he would attend the board meeting of the Narberth Business Association, scheduled for 8:00 AM on February 24th. Upcoming events include the leprechaun hunt on Saturday March 13th. The Economic Development Committee will meet February 25th at 7:00 PM. 


Councilwoman Boise, Chairman of the Ad-Hoc Bridge Committee reported her committee would be setting up a meeting with PennDot and Pennoni Engineers and the third party design firm to discuss the design and construction time table for the Narberth Avenue Bridge. The Rockland Avenue Bridge demolition was also discussed and the Borough Manager has contacted the Representative Mike Gerber’s Office to see if we can apply for a grant for our portion of the demolition costs. The demolition costs can be reimbursed after the demolition is completed. Amtrak has to re-locate their catenary’s wires from the existing bridge to a new structure. It is hoped that the location of the wires will allow for the possible placement of a new pedestrian walkway.


President Daley reported no letters were received during the month.


President Daley asked if there was any citizen present who wished to address Council on any subject?


C I T I Z E N     C O M M E N T S

There were seven members of the public present for tonight’s meeting. Bob Nalls of Nall’s Architecture a tenant in the old Narberth School Building addressed Council concerning possible new leases. He said the meeting with the property committee was productive and allowed issues with the current property management to be discussed. He would love to stay, but is seeking a long-term lease starting March 1st. He said there were benefits to both parties to starting negotiations as soon as possible.


President Daley said she would discuss this matter in executive session following tonight’s meeting.


Pam Loughman, attorney representing the Montgomery Early Learning Center also discussed the need for new long-term leases and a new property management firm. She stressed the need to move quickly on new leases. Councilwoman Boise, chairman of the property committee said the committee would meet next week to talk about the possible terms of the new leases.


R E S O L U T I O N S

         Councilman Quinn nominated Roderick McGibbon to a 5-year term on the Police Pension Fund Board of Trustees with a term that ends December 31, 2014. Councilwoman Lotz seconded this nomination. Appointment confirmed by the unanimous voice vote of Council. The Borough Manager will send a letter to Mr. McGibbon tomorrow. 


Councilwoman Lotz moved the adoption of the preliminary plan submitted by Arcadia Land Development Inc. for a 4-lot subdivision at 501 North Wynnewood Avenue, subject to the conditions and waivers as outlined and modified by the Borough Solicitor. Councilman Ghosh seconded the adoption of this sub-division. Sub-Division approved by the unanimous voice vote of Council.


Councilwoman Lotz made a motion authorizing the Borough Manager to solicit letters of interest for the opening on the Narberth Industrial Development Authority. Councilman Muderick seconded this motion. Motion approved by the unanimous voice vote of council.


Under unfinished business President Daley said proposed additions to the snow emergency routes would be handled at next month’s meeting.  


There being no further business to come before Council this evening, President Pauxtis entertained a motion to adjourn to executive session to discuss possible leases with tenants at the old Narberth School Building, so moved by Vice-President Lotz, seconded by Councilman Muderick. Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 9:10 P.M. Executive session ended at 9:30 PM with no further action taken by council.





Respectfully submitted,





Frederick C. Hansell, Jr.





Assistant Borough Secretary





Assistant Borough Manager
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