MINUTES OF THE BOROUGH OFPRIVATE 

NARBERTH COUNCIL MEETING

The regular council meeting of the Narberth Borough Council was called to order in the Municipal Building, 100 Conway Avenue, Narberth, Pa. on January 10, 2011 at 8:00 P.M. by Council President Mary Jo Daley.



Present                                                          

      Messrs.:


Heidi Boise


Surge Ghosh


Nancy V. Lotz, (Ms.) 


Aaron Muderick, Vice President


Michael Quinn


Bob Wegbreit

  
Mary Jo Daley, (Mrs.) President


Also Present:


Thomas Grady, Mayor


William J. Martin, Borough Manager


Marc Jonas, Borough Solicitor


Frederick C. Hansell, Jr., Assistant Borough Manager


Following the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag, as led by Vice-President Muderick, it was moved by Vice-President Muderick and seconded by Councilman Quinn that the minutes of the December 8, 2010 Caucus and December 13, 2010 Council and December 29, 2010 Recessed meeting be approved as circulated.  Motion carried. 


President Daley called upon the Mayor, Tom Grady for his report. The Mayor administered the oath of office to Brad Morley, Eli Holtman, R. Christopher Wiegand and Jim McNulty who were re-appointed at the December 29, 2011 recessed meeting.


There was no report submitted for the Board of Trustees of the Narberth Community Library.


President Daley read the December 31, 2010 report of the Borough Treasurer, Mrs. Leslie E. Marshall, which was received and was ordered, filed for audit. (See #1) The report shows an opening balance of $848,632.14; receipts of $118,534.96; expenditures of $957,012.68 and adjustments of -$20.00 parking ticket returned; -$85.24 bank service Charge, and +$4,085.66 current cash under reimbursement; leaving a closing balance of $14,134.85.  The Trial Balance submitted by the Borough Office is in Balance. (See #2) The Schedule of Invested Funds shows a December 31, 2010 balance of PLIGIT investments of $852,342.15. (See #3)


The December 31, 2010 report of the Borough Tax Collector, Mrs. Regina Watson, was received and ordered filed for audit.  (See # 4)  The Tax Collector has collected 98.915% or $2,362,409.12 of the 2010 Real Estate Tax duplicate of $2,388,322.42 leaving an unpaid balance of $27,429.69; 98.915% or $560,053.83 of the 2010 Solid Waste Tax duplicate of $566,197.07 leaving an unpaid balance of $6,150.29; and 98.630% or $184,906.45 of the 2010 Sewer Tax Duplicate of $187,474.86 leaving an unpaid balance of $2,364.50 for bills issued February 1, 2010. There were 1,499 tax bills issued based on an 2010 assessed value of $302,779,180.00. The Tax Collector has collected 98.690% of the Lower Merion School District Duplicate, leaving an unpaid balance of $85,754.94.


The Borough Solicitor, Marc D. Jonas had no report.


The Borough Manager, William Martin, had no report.

PRIVATE 
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTStc  \l 1 "STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS"  


Council member Nancy Lotz, Chairman of the Building and Zoning Committee, presented the January 10, 2011 report showing permit activity for the month of December 2010: 17 permits issued; cost of permits $2,545.00; cost of construction $87,080.00; 7 jobs completed; 27 building inspections made; 6 curb and sidewalk permit issued; 7 curb and sidewalk inspections made; 4 use and occupancy certificates issued; 2 plumbing permits issued, 2 plumbing permits completed; no heating equipment permit issued, no heating equipment permits completed. (See # 5)


Michael Quinn, Chairman of the Public Safety Committee presented the January 10, 2011 report of the Narberth Police Department, (See # 6) showing Police statistics for the month of December 2010; The meter violation reports for December 2010 shows 318 meter violations for the month. (YTD 3,340) (See # 7) The two-hour zone report shows 55 violations for the month of December 2010 (YTD 824) (See #8) and the Report of District Justice Kathleen Valentine, together with a check in the amount of $1,106.83 representing collections for the month of December, 2010. (See #9)  The report of the Narberth Fire Company for the month of December 2010 was also read. (See # 10) The Fire Chief reported 18 calls for the month (YTD 229), with 76% of the calls in Lower Merion Township and 24% in                                                                      Narberth Borough. The Fire Marshal, Michael Kennedy presented his schedule of anticipated 2011 inspections, and a report of December inspections made. (See #11) Councilman Quinn said that at the Caucus meeting the Public Safety recommended that the new 4-year Police Contract be approved. Council voted unanimously to approve the contract that calls for no increase in wages for 2011.


Councilman Wegbreit, Chairman of the Highway Committee, said the man-hour report for Highway Department for December was read at the December 29, 2010 Recessed Meeting. The highway committee will announce its regular meeting later this meeting. 


Vice-President Muderick, Chairman of the Health and Welfare Committee presented the monthly report of trash and recycling collection for the month of December 2010. During the month of 136.97 tons of trash were collected along with 15.14 tons of co-mingled recyclabes and 32.50 tons of newsprint, cardboard and mixed paper.  Costs incurred for the month included $36,810.20 for trash and recycling collection contract;  $8,626.31 tipping fee to the county; $613.60 tipping fee for leaf collection; $652.99 recycling tipping and hauling; labor costs totaled $2,782.66 for 121 hours.   (See # 12)  The committee will meet January 18, 2010 at 7:00 PM. 


Vice-President Muderick, presented the January 10, 2011 report showing that during the month of December 2010, there were no dog bites, no cat bites and no communicable diseases reported.  (See # 13)


Councilwoman Heidi Boise, Chairwoman of the Property Committee had no report this evening.


Surge Ghosh, Chairman of the Finance Committee, presented the January 10, 2011 Schedule of Bills covering General Fund expenditures of $287,936.46   and Highway Aid Fund expenditures of $1,890.00  (See # 14) It was moved by Councilwoman Lotz, seconded by Vice-President Muderick, that Council approve the Schedule, the Borough Treasurer draw checks, be approved by the President of Council, attested by the Borough Secretary, and all bills paid.  Motion carried. The Finance Committee would normally meet on the third Monday of every month and last month the committee met with the Library Board and discussed budget issues and Borough support, next month the committee will meet with the Borough Auditors and will meet in March with representatives from the Narberth Fire Company.


Councilwoman Boise, Chairman of the Ad-Hoc Bridge Committee reported an e-mail was received giving an update on the Rockland Avenue Bridge.  The Borough Manager said that PennDot has approved the preliminary plan and is working on the scheduling of the removal of the bridge.  The environmental review has been completed and the project will move forward.


The North Narberth Avenue Bridge design is progressing and representatives from Pennoni and Venturi Scott Brown met with PennDot and discussed some of the preliminary design perimeters. The Bridge Committee asked the Borough Manager to set up a meeting with Pennoni and Venturi Scott Brown to review the progress and get some idea of the preliminary time line.


Councilman Ghosh, Chairman of the Economic Development Committee said the committee did not meet in December and will not meet in January and will schedule a meeting for the third Monday in February at 7:30 PM.


Vice-President Muderick, Chairman of the Ad-Hoc Rules Committee said his committee has completed its task and will present the final draft for approval later in the meeting.


President Daley reported one letter was received during the month, a nice Christmas card from Councilor Sue Reese of the Pembrokshire, Wales Narberth Town Council.


President Daley asked if there was any citizen present who wished to address Council on any subject?


C I T I Z E N  C O M M E N T S

There seven were members of the public present for tonight’s meeting. 


Michael Gaudini of 234 Iona Avenue distributed to Council a proposal to have a film festival in late August or early September. (See # 15) Mr. Gaudini said the festival would be like a movie night sponsored by Mayor Grady. The Borough Manager said that the festival might work better if it were included as part of the Welcome Back picnic that is scheduled after Labor Day.


Mike Alexander of Woodside Avenue suggested that Council post the monthly meeting reports on the Borough’s web site.


R E S O L U T I O N S

Vice-President Muderick, Chairman of the Ad-Hoc Rules Committee presented the latest draft of the rules that was distributed to all members of Council via e-mail and moved for the adoption of the latest draft. Councilwoman Boise seconded this motion. There was discussion of several key points and small revisions. President Daley questioned the provision about quorum and majority. Vice-President Muderick said the draft was corrected to show that a councilman is appointed to three separate committees one committee as chairman, one as associate-chairman and one as a member at large. Page 3 indicates a member of the audience can be removed at the order of the president to maintain decorum.


Councilman Wegbreit proposed an amendment requesting that the audiotapes of the meeting be retained for one year following a council meeting. The current policy allows the tapes to be re-used once the minutes are completed. Councilwoman Lotz said the current policy allows the audiotapes to be saved for 60 days or until the minutes are approved, whichever is longer. Councilman Wegbreit said that the tapes could be used to give depth to the minutes or correct a statement that is not recorded adequately. Councilman Ghosh seconded the passage of this amendment. This amendment failed by a vote of six to one.


Councilwoman Lotz, Chairman of the Building and Zoning Committee said that her committee will hold a public hearing on Wednesday January 19th at 7:00 PM to have public comments on Ordinance No. 935 which is known as the Station Circle Overlay District. 


The Borough Manager announced that there were no new applications for funding to be submitted to the Narberth Industrial Development Authority.


There being no further business to come before Council this evening, President Daley entertained a motion to adjourn, so moved by Councilman Ghosh, seconded by Councilwoman Boise. Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 8:55 P.M.





Respectfully submitted,





Frederick C. Hansell, Jr.





Assistant Borough Secretary





Assistant Borough Manager
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