MINUTES OF THE BOROUGH OFPRIVATE 

NARBERTH COUNCIL MEETING

The regular council meeting of the Narberth Borough Council was called to order in the Municipal Building, 100 Conway Avenue, Narberth, Pa. on January 11, 2010 at 8:00 P.M. by Council President Mary Jo Daley.



Present                                                          

      Messrs.:


Heidi Boise


Surge Ghosh


Nancy V. Lotz, (Ms.) 


Aaron Muderick, Vice President


Michael Quinn


Bob Wegbreit

  
Mary Jo Daley, (Mrs.) President


Also Present:


Thomas Grady, Mayor


William J. Martin, Borough Manager


Marc Jonas, Borough Solicitor


Frederick C. Hansell, Jr., Assistant Borough Manager


Following the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag, as led by Vice-President Aaron Muderick, it was moved by Councilman Wegbreit and seconded by Vice-President Muderick that the minutes of the December 9, 2009 Caucus and December 14, 2009 Council meeting and December 29, 2009 Recessed Meeting be approved as circulated.  Motion carried. 


President Daley called upon the Mayor, Tom Grady for his report. The Mayor reported he had alerted residents through his NarbNet newsletter to the rash of daytime burglaries that occurred after the holidays. The police department had added additional daytime patrols and some residents have provided tips that have been investigated by the department. The Mayor said they seemed to have slowed down for now. Councilman Quinn said he noticed police activity on his block on his way to tonight’s meeting and he stopped and talked to officer Weihermuller, who was investigating another daytime burglary. Mayor Grady said he will follow-up on this latest burglary.


Ms. Linda Waddell, President of the Board of Trustees of the Narberth Community Library was absent but the regular written report prepared by Librarian Mary Glendenning was submitted. The report of the Narberth Community Library Trustees for the month of December 2010 showing receipts, disbursements, and circulation statistics for the month.  The report shows circulation for the month of December of 2,674 volumes that is a decrease of 310   volumes from last month and an increase of 390 volumes from December 2008.  The December 31, 2009 balance sheet lists current assets totaling $102,010.26 comprised of $20,436.09 the balance in the Citizens Bank Checking Account, INC Direct account $63,607.08;ING Direct 12 month CD $10,415.96;ING Direct 12 month CD dated 5/09 $5,043.84 and petty cash of –477.71. (See # 1) The written report highlights several new programs including a kids adventure club for ages 2-4 and a music & movements story hour made possible with a grant from Target Corporation. Preschool Club with columnist Olivia Lehman continues along with a Genealogy workshop for adults. In 2009 the library circulated over 32,000 items and registered over 3,000 borrowers.


President Daley read the December 31, 2009 report of the Borough Treasurer, Mrs. Leslie E. Marshall, which was received and was ordered, filed for audit. (See #2) The report shows an opening balance of $1,105,161.06; receipts of $1,157,629.03; expenditures of $1,077,173.20 and 5 adjustments totaling $2,825.93; leaving a closing balance of $77,629.90.  The Trial Balance submitted by the Borough Office is in Balance. (See #3) The Schedule of Invested Funds shows a December 31, 2009 balance of PLIGIT investments of $839,453.74. (See #4)


The December 31, 2009 report of the Borough Tax Collector, Mrs. Regina Watson, was received and ordered filed for audit.  (See #5)  The Tax Collector has collected 98.992% or $2,364,248.13 of the 2009 Real Estate Tax duplicate of $2,388,322.42 leaving an unpaid balance of $24,080.18; 98.992% or $560,489,80 of the 2009 Solid Waste Tax duplicate of $566,197.07 leaving an unpaid balance of $5,708.67; and 99.242% or $186,053.80 of the 2009 Sewer Tax Duplicate of $187,474.86 leaving an unpaid balance of $1,420.20 for bills issued February 1, 2009. There were 1,499 tax bills issued based on a 2009 assessed value of $302,779,180.00. The Tax Collector has collected 99.864% of the 2009 Lower Merion School Tax duplicate leaving an unpaid balance of $54,498.60 from 17 parcels. The Tax collector will file 19 liens with Montgomery County totaling $8,226.00 and 19 liens for School Tax totaling $54,498.60.Sewer and Solid Waste Liens were also filed.


The Borough Solicitor, Marc D. Jonas had no report.


The Borough Manager, William Martin, reported the tax collector held her books open till the very last minute and has collected 99% of the taxes assessed. The finance Committee will present a resolution later in tonight’s meeting amending Ordinance No.942 that was passed December 29, 2009 to change the tax rates for 2010 from 8.57 mills to 8.34 mills. Which is roughly a 5 ½ % increase in taxes with no increase in solid waste and sewer tax rates. The Borough in 2008 had no increase in taxes. The budget prepared is very conservative and the overall difference is roughly $55,000.00.  Many Borough residents may have a difficult time in 2010 because of the worsening economy. 

PRIVATE 
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTStc  \l 1 "STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS"

Councilwoman Nancy Lotz, Chairman of the Building and Zoning Committee, presented the January 11, 2010 report showing permit activity for the month of December 2009: 10 permits issued; cost of permits $3,410.00; cost of construction$159,692.00; 0 jobs completed; 0 building inspections made; 0 curb and sidewalk permit issued; 2 curb and sidewalk inspections made; 2 use and occupancy certificates issued; 5 plumbing permits issued, 4 plumbing permits completed; no heating equipment permit issued, no heating equipment permits completed. (See # 6) The Building and Zoning Committee will sponsor a Zoning Tutorial on January 19th, 2010 at 7:30 PM. The Narberth Planning Commission, all of Borough Council, and the Zoning Hearing Board are all being invited to the tutorial, narrated by Solicitor Marc Jonas, and Charles Guttenplan from the Waetzman Planning Group. Members of the public are also welcome to attend. If any member of Council wishes to have a question answered, it should submit it to Councilwoman Lotz in advance of the meeting. 


The Narberth Planning Commission will meet with the Building and Zoning Committee in January and would like to have from Council a list of priorities to addressed in reviewing and implementing the Narberth Zoning Code Review.


Michael Quinn, Chairman of the Public Safety Committee presented the January 11, 2010 report of the Narberth Police Department, (See # 7) showing Police statistics for the month of December 2009; The meter violation reports for December 2009 shows 272 meter violations for the month. (YTD 3,641) (See #8) The two-hour zone report shows 60 violations for the month of December 2009 (YTD 1,202) (See # 9) and the Report of District Justice Kathleen Valentine, together with a check in the amount of $2,134.25 representing collections for the month of December 2009. (See #10)  The report of the Narberth Fire Company for the month of December 2009 was also read. (See #11) The Fire Chief reported 19 calls for the month (YTD 228) with 75% in Lower Merion Township and 25% in Narberth Borough. The Public Safety Committee met prior to the caucus meeting and discussed the items on its agenda for the year, which includes a new police contract with negotiations to begin at the end of the summer. The committee also discussed duties of the fire marshal and a schedule of inspections of commercial buildings, and daycare centers and churches. 


Councilman Bob Wegbreit, Chairman of the Highway Committee, said the December report was read at the December 29, 2009 Recessed meeting. (See # 12) The Highway Committee will meet on Tuesday January 26, 2010 at 7:30 PM to discuss three items on its agenda. Further discussion of the request for a 4-way stop sign at Woodside Avenue and S. Narberth Avenue. Residents are concerned with pedestrian safety at this intersection. The committee will discuss snow emergency routes that were mentioned at the caucus meeting. The Fire Company will review the routes first to insure adequate room for the movement of emergency vehicles. Councilman Wegbreit said it was important to get feedback from residents prior to implementing the new snow routes. Residents will be invited to the next committee meeting, by posting flyers and mailing letters to residents of the streets affected. The Highway Committee has also received a letter from a resident that lives at the intersection of Price Ave and Dudley Avenue. President Daley said she remembers receiving e-mails about the intersection of Windsor Avenue and Forrest Avenue with concerns about pedestrian. Councilman Wegbreit said he would add that intersection to his agenda. 


Council member Aaron Muderick, Chairman of the Health and Welfare Committee presented the monthly report of trash and recycling collection for the month of December 2009. During the month of 184.28 tons of trash were collected along with 16.54 tons of co-mingled recyclabes and 30.90 tons of mixed paper, newsprint and cardboard.  Costs incurred for the month included $56,492.80 for trash and recycling collection contract;  $11,354.44 tipping fee to the county; $163.80 tipping fee for brush collection; $713.37 recycling tipping and hauling; labor costs totaled $2,511.26 for 107 hours. Receipts for special pickups totaled $60.00.   (See # 13)  Councilman Muderick said his committee will meet to discuss a new trash contract, and will also work with the Borough office to develop a new recycling brochure because of the expansion of the recycling program into additional plastics. Our co-mingled recycling is marketed by Lower Merion Township and their program has expanded to include the new plastics and cardboard and mixed paper. The Borough has been collecting cardboard and mixed paper for over 5 years.


Vice-President Aaron Muderick, presented the January 11, 2010 report showing that during the month of December 2009, there were no dog bites, no cat bites and no communicable diseases reported.  (See # 14)


Councilwoman Heidi Boise, Chairwoman of the Property Committee, presented the January 11, 2010 report. (See # 15) During the month of December 2009:

1. The changeover of the water fountains at all park locations has been completed.

2. Lighting timers at the rear of the Community Building have been reconnected to the emergency lighting system.

3. All winter field preparations have been completed.


Councilwoman Boise said she would set a date after tonight’s meeting to discuss items on its agenda including park usage times and meeting with the tenants of the Narberth School Complex. The Borough Manager said he would arrange to meet with each tenant individually in the conference room of the small building in the complex.


Surge Ghosh, Chairman of the Finance Committee, presented the January 11, 2010 Schedule of Bills covering General Fund expenditures of $307,151.21.  It was moved by Councilwoman Lotz, seconded by Councilman Aaron Muderick, that Council approve the Schedule, the Borough Treasurer draw checks, be approved by the President of Council, attested by the Borough Secretary, and all bills paid.  Motion carried by unanimous voice vote.


Councilman Surge Ghosh, Chairman of the Economic Development Committee reported that his committee would be meeting with members of the Narberth Business Association some time in the next two weeks.


Councilwoman Boise, Chairman of the Ad-Hoc Bridge Committee reported her committee will establish a meeting following tonight’s meeting to meet with community groups to discuss the impact of the bridge construction on traffic and commerce in the downtown business district.


President Daley reported two letters were received during the month. The first letter from Vickie Farber thanked the office for having a street light repaired. The second letter was a letter from the VMSC of Lower Merion and Narberth honoring firefighters for their service fighting a fire at the 191 Apartments in Bala Cynwyd.


President Daley asked if there was any citizen present who wished to address Council on any subject?


C I T I Z E N     C O M M E N T S

There were four members of the public present for tonight’s meeting. Nicholas P & Tania Tosse-Guillen of 343 Dudley Avenue spoke to Council with a request for a four way stop sign at price and Dudley Avenues. They described an accident with property damage that occurred at this intersection. They stated that drivers are confused at the intersection and many drivers don’t stop fully at the existing stop signs. Councilman Wegbreit, chairman of the Highway Committee said he will ad this to his agenda and discuss it at the next committee meeting. He will ask Lt. Pavoni to pull any accident reports from this intersection.


R E S O L U T I O N S

Councilwoman Lotz moved the authorization to have the Borough Manager advertise the opening on the Board of trustees of the Narberth Municipal Police Pension Fund, created by member Ed Zelno not seeking re-appointment. Mr. Zelno has faithfully served the board for many years. The Borough Manager said he has received one letter of interest from a resident who also sits on the board of NIDA. Councilman Ghosh seconded this motion. Motion adopted by the unanimous voice vote of Council.


Councilman Ghosh moved that Ordinance No. 942 passed the 29th day of December 2009 be amended to change the tax rate to be charged to property owners for 2010 to 8.34 mills from the original rate passed of 8.57 mills. Councilman Quinn seconded the passage of this motion. Motion adopted by the unanimous roll call vote of Council. 


The Borough Manager said that no new capital projects had been received for submission to the Narberth Industrial Development Authority.


Councilwoman Lotz said that the Building and Zoning Committee is awaiting the recommendation of the Narberth Planning Commission in the matter of Subdivision 2009-01 for 501 North Wynnewood Avenue. Waetzman Planning Group and the solicitor have reviewed the plans submitted and have also reviewed the driveway easement. Comments have been made and incorporated into the final plans. The Solicitor outlined the motion to be made by the Narberth Planning Commission in submitting its approval.


Councilman Wegbreit said he had received e-mail from Commissioner Bruce Gordon saying that Narberth residents would be allowed to participate in the Township’s pilot program to allow Narberth residents to walk dogs’ off-leash at two township parks. Narberth residents have to register at the township building and pay a fee of $30.00 per year.


There being no further business to come before Council this evening, President Pauxtis entertained a motion to adjourn, so moved by Councilwoman Wegbreit, seconded by Councilman Quinn. Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 8:54 P.M.





Respectfully submitted,





Frederick C. Hansell, Jr.





Assistant Borough Secretary





Assistant Borough Manager
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