MINUTES OF THE BOROUGH OFPRIVATE 

NARBERTH COUNCIL MEETING

The regular council meeting of the Narberth Borough Council was called to order in the Municipal Building, 100 Conway Avenue, Narberth, Pa. on March 14, 2011 at 8:00 P.M. by Council Vice-President Aaron Muderick.



Present                                                          Absent
      Messrs.:                                                           Mary Jo Daley, (Mrs.) President


Heidi Boise


Surge Ghosh


Nancy V. Lotz, (Ms.) 


Aaron Muderick, Vice President


Michael Quinn


Bob Wegbreit


Also Present:


Thomas Grady, Mayor


William J. Martin, Borough Manager


Marc Jonas, Borough Solicitor


Frederick C. Hansell, Jr., Assistant Borough Manager


Following the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag, as led by Councilwoman Boise, it was moved by Councilman Ghosh and seconded by Councilman Boise that the minutes of the February 9, 2011 Caucus Meeting and February 14, 2011 be approved as circulated.   Councilman Ghosh had circulated e-mail with a minor correction earlier today that was approved. Motion carried. 


President Daley called upon the Mayor, Tom Grady for his report. The Mayor reported he was contacted by Borough resident Hank Holmes concerning an international organization called Mayors for Peace. Mayor Grady had circulated e-mail with information about the organization. The Mayors of Hiroshima and Nagasaki started mayors for Peace. The organization consists of 4,500 members and is endorsed by the United Nations. The organization has adopted the 2020 protocol that seeks to limit the spread of nuclear weapons. 


Councilman Wegbreit asked if there was any opposition to the organization, and asked if there was a financial commitment made to join the organization. Councilman Quinn asked if any mayors in Pennsylvania have joined. Mayor Nutter from Philadelphia is a vice-president of the organization. Councilman Quinn suggested that Mayor Grady talk with some residents and members of the American Legion prior to signing on to the organization.


Ms. Linda Waddell, President of the Board of Trustees of the Narberth Community Library presented the regular monthly report of the Narberth Community Library Trustees for the month of February 2011 showing receipts, disbursements, and circulation statistics for the month.  The report shows circulation for the month of February of 3,875 volumes that is an increase of 58 volumes from last month and an increase of 688 volumes from February 2010. The February 28, 2011 balance sheet lists total assets of $736,764.46. (See # 1) The Library’s annual wine tasting is Friday March 18th at Evivva featuring a presentation from Robert Peters of the PLCB Premium collection.  An invitation was distributed to every member of Council. Author Mark Swinburne, author of “Whose Shoes”, will visit on Wednesday April 6th. Lt. Michael O’Neill will visit the Library on Monday March 28th at 7:00 PM to kick off a school supply drive for Afghan Children.


President Daley read the February 28, 2011 report of the Borough Treasurer, Mrs. Leslie E. Marshall, which was received and was ordered, filed for audit. (See #2) The report shows an opening balance of $2,946.99; receipts of $344,998.79; expenditures of $341,270.41 and adjustments of –1,087.44 bank service charge; +$860.94 Current cash under reimbursement; leaving a closing balance of $6,448.87.  The Trial Balance submitted by the Borough Office is in Balance. (See # 3) The Schedule of Invested Funds shows a February 28, 2011 balance of PLIGIT investments of $718,410.16. (See #4)


The February 28, 2011 report of the Borough Tax Collector, Mrs. Regina Watson, was received and ordered filed for audit.  (See # 5)  The Tax Collector has collected   5.506% or $146,738.19 of the 2011 Real Estate Tax duplicate of $2,665,189.59 leaving an unpaid balance of $2,518,451.40; 5.506% or $31,270.72 of the 2011 Solid Waste Tax duplicate of $567,966.27 leaving an unpaid balance of $539,695.55; and 4.513% or $8,495.28 of the 2011 Sewer Tax Duplicate of $188,257.13 leaving an unpaid balance of $179,761.85 for bills issued February 1, 2011. There were 1,499 tax bills issued based on a 2011 assessed value of $302,779,180.00.


The Borough Solicitor, Marc D. Jonas reported that Cornell Homes has withdrawn their request for a hearing for a variance request before the Uniform Commercial Code Hearing Board to not install sprinklers in the Narberth Arbors subdivision. The Solicitor said that sprinklers have been installed in all four new homes, and he is awaiting confirmation that they were all totally installed with controls and tested in all units.


The Borough Manager, William Martin, reported that a letter would be distributed door to door to the 75 properties that were affected by the change in the FEMA flood plain map. Narberth has one class A flood zone, and the new FEMA map adds 7 residential parcels to the class A designation. The Borough Manager has scheduled a public hearing for Tuesday March 29th at 7:30 PM to allow residents to ask questions and get answers about flood insurance. Solicitor Jonas suggested adding the flood plain ordinance to the zoning ordinance. FEMA will review our existing ordinance and recommend any changes necessary.  A representative from FEMA will be on hand to answer questions. Any resident who wishes to contest the flood plain designation will be required to get an engineering analysis and file a protest within 60 days.


The Borough Manager said he had received a price of $4,200.00 for the codification of the Borough’s Zoning Code. The Codification includes a digital edition which will allow the code to be posted to the Borough’s website. The Borough Manager said it takes 6 to 8 weeks to receive a preliminary draft. Councilman Wegbreit asked if there is a maintenance agreement that allows for the addition of new ordinances. The Borough Manager said that the agreement covers new ordinances. 

PRIVATE 
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTStc  \l 1 "STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS"

Council member Nancy Lotz, Chairman of the Building and Zoning Committee, presented the March 14, 2011 report showing permit activity for the month of February 2011: 17 permits issued; cost of permits $9,430.00; cost of construction $354,700; no jobs completed; 17 building inspections made; no curb and sidewalk permit issued; no curb and sidewalk inspections made; 1 use and occupancy certificates issued; 5 plumbing permits issued, 3 plumbing permits completed; heating equipment permit issued, heating equipment permits completed. (See # 6) Councilwoman Lotz questioned

The building permit issued for sprinklers to Narberth Arbors lot # 3 which lists the sprinklers cost as $0.00. The Borough Manager said that is a mistake in that the cost was $5,400.00 but the cost of the permit was $0.00.


Michael Quinn, Chairman of the Public Safety Committee, presented the March 14, 2011 report of the Narberth Police Department, (See # 7) showing Police statistics for the month of February 2010; The meter violation reports for February 2011 shows 212 meter violations for the month. (YTD 579) (See # 8) The two-hour zone report shows 96 violations for the month of February 2011 (YTD 99) (See #9) and the Report of District Justice Kathleen Valentine, together with a check in the amount of $343.12 representing collections for the month of February 2011. (See #10)  The report of the Narberth Fire Company for the month of February 2011 was also read. (See #11) The Fire Chief reported 16 calls for the month, (YTD 38) with 74% in Lower Merion Township and 26% in Narberth Borough. Michael Kennedy, Borough Fire Marshal reported he has accompanied the inspector from Yerkes Associates for the preliminary sprinkler inspection for lots 2 and 3 at the Narberth Arbors subdivision. Councilman Quinn noted that the Narberth Fire Department participated in training for Rapid Deployment, and the Police Department participated in regular firearms training. Councilman Quinn questioned the results of yesterday’s fire drill at the Montgomery Early Learning Center? 


The Borough Manger said the fire drill was very successful, and all infants were quickly removed from the building. Three fireman and highway crewmembers were present and supervised the drill. The evacuation was orderly, not panicked, and all of the infants were removed in carriages. Several pull stations were tested and malfunctioned, and Main Line Executive Management was present and will order maintenance on the fire alarm system.


At the caucus meeting the Public Safety Committee reviewed the printed copies of the new police contract; and President Daley signed the contract, and copies have been distributed to members of the police department and FOP.


Councilman Wegbreit, Chairman of the Highway Committee, read the man-hour report for Highway Department, showing 899 man-hours worked for which the Department was paid $19,037.43 for the period January 21, 2011 to February 17, 2011. (See # 12)  Councilman Wegbreit thanked the members of the highway crew for promptly filling several potholes that had developed after the heavy rainstorm. The highway crew also did an excellent job of clearing the storm drains before the heavy rains to prevent flooding. The street sweeper has removed over 8 tons of debris from the streets in the last 10 days and has assisted LM Township with street sweeping on East Wynnewood Avenue.


The Borough Manager said he is working with the highway crew to develop a list of streets that may need to be re-paved this year. The Manager said he is considering another 20,000 square yards of streets that have shown the most wear, after the freeze thaw cycle has ended for this year.


Vice-President Muderick, Chairman of the Health and Welfare Committee, presented the monthly report of trash and recycling collection for the month of February 2011. During the month of February 134.85 tons of trash were collected along with 17.88 tons of co-mingled recyclabes and 25.15 tons of newsprint, mixed paper and cardboard; and 1.16 tons of brush.  Costs incurred for the month included $22,362.45 for trash and recycling collection contract;  $8,765.25 tipping fee to the county; $69.60 tipping fee for brush collection; $771.16 recycling tipping and hauling; labor costs totaled $1,019.53 for 23 hours. Receipts for special pickups totaled $85.00.   (See #13) The committee will continue their plan for a spring clean up and is examining locations for 3 solar powered trash compactors in the business district. Vice-President Muderick distributed a picture of the units with 2 advertising panels. There was discussion of where to place the units with the first location near the pizza shop. The second location suggested was at the gas station by Haverford Avenue and Forrest Avenue. The last location to be discussed was in front of the French pastry shop. Additional units may be considered including the basketball courts. The Borough Manager said that one of the biggest problems is a pizza box that prevents additional trash from being deposited.  


Vice-President Muderick, presented the March 14, 2011 report showing that during the month of February 2011, there were no dog bites, no cat bites and no communicable diseases reported.  (See # 14)


Councilwoman Heidi Boise, Chairwoman of the Property Committee, presented the March 14, 2011 report. (See # 15) During the month of February 2011:

1. The members of the highway crew have started the field preparations for the spring program.

2. 5 tons of sand has been distributed at the candy Cane City playground.

3. The highway crew started the preparatory work for the use of the field house during the spring.

4. The Committee met to discuss the use of the Community Building.

5. The Committee is reviewing a request for field use and availability is awaiting the information from the Narberth Athletic Association.


The committee has scheduled its next meeting for Monday March 28th at 7:30 PM and they will review an up to date list of expenditures for capital projects that may include a review of the safety systems and alarm systems.


The Property Committee will also consider a review of the use of Borough property, including the procedures to be reviewed by the Recreation Board and use of the Community Building.


Surge Ghosh, Chairman of the Finance Committee, presented the March 14, 2011 Schedule of Bills covering General Fund expenditures of $285,320.47. (YTD$1,004,330.74) and Highway Aid Fund expenditures of $7,526.24. (YTD $19,176.84) (See # 16)  It was moved by Councilwoman Lotz, seconded by Councilwoman Boise, that Council approve the Schedule, the Borough Treasurer draw checks, be approved by the President of Council, attested by the Borough Secretary, and all bills paid.  Motion carried. The committee met this month with the Borough auditors, and will met next on March 21, 2011 at 8:00 PM.


Councilwoman Boise, Chairman of the Ad-Hoc Bridge Committee, reported they met with representatives from Pennoni Associates and Venturi Scott Brown and reviewed preliminary sketches of the North Narberth Avenue Bridge. The committee will meet again on March 16, 2011 at 8:00 PM and continue discussion of the bridge design.


Councilman Ghosh, Chairman of the Economic Development Committee, reported the Narberth Business Association conducted its annual Leprechaun Hunt on Saturday. The Borough Manager said that there were 200 children in line at 1:00 PM when the event started and they gave out over 520 prizes to the participants.


The Economic Development Committee will meet on Monday March 21st at 7:30 Pm and discuss talking with merchants about not closing their stores on Mondays. They will also discus expanding store hours to include longer afternoon hours to serve customers who get off the R-5 train after 5:00 PM. The Committee is also considering publishing a business directory of merchants and services in Narberth. A breakfast meeting for business owners is also being planned.


Vice-President Muderick reported no letters were received during the month.


Vice-President Muderick asked if there was any citizen present who wished to address Council on any subject?


C I T I Z E N     C O M M E N T S

There were five members of the public present for tonight’s meeting. No citizen addressed Council this evening.


R E S O L U T I O N S

          Councilman Sam Quinn, Chairman of the Public Safety Committee, authorized the Civil Service Commission to begin the procedures to test for a new police officer, because of the potential vacancies in the Narberth Police Department. Councilwoman Lotz seconded the passage of this motion. Motion approved by the unanimous voice vote of Council. Councilman Quinn said that in the side letters signed as part of the Police Contract, Lieutenant Pavoni will retire December 31, 2011 and Officer Weihermuller would retire December 31, 2012. The process of testing and interviewing police applicants takes six to seven months to complete. The Civil Service Commission will establish a calendar for the hiring process. The list of qualified applicants is good for 2 years.


Councilwoman Heidi Boise, Chairman of the Ad Hoc Bridge Committee presented a resolution authorizing the proper Borough Officials to execute the required Design Phase Agreement between the National Railroad Passenger Corporation and the Borough of Narberth. Councilman Ghosh seconded the passage of this resolution. Resolution adopted by a unanimous voice vote of Council.


Under unfinished business the Borough Manager announced that the Council Meeting minutes have been uploaded to the Borough’s website along with copies of other the tax collector’s report and the treasurer’s reports reports.


The Borough Manager announced that there have been no new requests for funding to be presented through the Narberth Industrial Development Authority.


Councilman Wegbreit requested a brief executive session to discuss the Narberth Arbors litigation and the litigation with the Lower Merion School District over ownership of the 201 Sabine Avenue complex.


Councilman Ghosh said Council should discuss the Mayors for Peace question before giving approval to the Mayor to join.


There being no further business to come before Council this evening, Vice-President Muderick entertained a motion to adjourn to executive Session to discuss a mater under litigation: the Narberth Arbors Litigation and the Narberth School litigation against the Lower Merion School District, so moved by Council Member Boise, seconded by Councilman Ghosh. Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 9:15 P.M. Executive session ended at 9:40 PM with no further action taken by Council.





Respectfully submitted,





Frederick C. Hansell, Jr.





Assistant Borough Secretary





Assistant Borough Manager

Fch  
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