MINUTES OF THE BOROUGH OFPRIVATE 

NARBERTH COUNCIL MEETING

The regular council meeting of the Narberth Borough Council was called to order in the Municipal Building, 100 Conway Avenue, Narberth, Pa. on May 9, 2011 at 8:00 P.M. by Council President Mary Jo Daley.



Present                                                          

      Messrs.:


Heidi Boise


Surge Ghosh


Nancy V. Lotz, (Ms.) 


Aaron Muderick, Vice President


Michael Quinn


Bob Wegbreit

  
Mary Jo Daley, (Mrs.) President


Also Present:


Thomas Grady, Mayor


William J. Martin, Borough Manager


Marc Jonas, Borough Solicitor


Frederick C. Hansell, Jr., Assistant Borough Manager


Following the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag, as led by Councilman Ghosh, it was moved by Vice-President Muderick and seconded by Councilman Ghosh that the minutes of the April 6, 2011 Caucus and April 11, 2011 Council meeting be approved as circulated.  Motion carried. 


President Daley called upon the Mayor, Tom Grady for his report. The Mayor reminded all of those present to watch for suspicious people in your neighborhood. The police will respond right away to a call from dispatch concerning this type of call.


Ms. Linda Waddell, President of the Board of Trustees of the Narberth Community Library presented the regular monthly report of the Narberth Community Library Trustees for the month of April 2011 showing receipts, disbursements, and circulation statistics for the month.  (See # 1) The Library has had several successful programs including a very successful used book sale on Narb-Earth Day. President Waddell distributed copies of this year’s Garden Tour Flyer scheduled for June 12th. This year’s Science in the summer program features physical science & Electricity is scheduled for the week of July 18th.


President Daley read the April 30, 2011 report of the Borough Treasurer, Mrs. Leslie E. Marshall, which was received and was ordered, filed for audit. (See # 2) The report shows an opening balance of $319,102.02; receipts of $2,311,717.60; expenditures of $2,569,395.29 and adjustments of –$18.47 bank service charge and -$553.35 current cash over reimbursement; leaving a closing balance of $60,860.51.  The Trial Balance submitted by the Borough Office is in balance. (See # 3) The Schedule of Invested Funds shows an April 30, 2011 balance of PLIGIT investments of $3,123,510.66. (See # 4)


The 31, 2011 report of the Borough Tax Collector, Mrs. Regina Watson, was received and ordered filed for audit.  (See # 5)  The Tax Collector has collected 88.084% or $2,347,605.60 of the 2011 Real Estate Tax duplicate of $2,665,189.59 leaving an unpaid balance of $317,585.21; 88.084% or $500,287.41 of the 2011 Solid Waste Tax duplicate of $567,966.27 leaving an unpaid balance of $67,679.12; and 86.964% or $163,715.93 of the 2011 Sewer Tax Duplicate of $188,257.13 leaving an unpaid balance of $24,540.97 for bills issued February 1, 2011. There were 1,499 tax bills issued based on a 2011 assessed value of $303,725.280.00.


The Borough Solicitor, Marc D. Jonas reported that Cornell Homes withdrew two appeals in the matter of the UCC board of appeals. There is one suit left filed in the Court of Common Pleas concerning the installation of sprinklers. The Borough’s Insurance Company is defending the Borough’s interest in this suit. The Solicitor stated that the state legislature removed the requirements for sprinklers in residential units. The Borough’s fire code remains in effect because it was in effect prior to the passage by the state legislature.


The Borough Manager, William Martin, had no report.

PRIVATE 
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTStc  \l 1 "STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS"

Council member Nancy Lotz, Chairman of the Building and Zoning Committee, presented the May 9, 2011 report showing permit activity for the month of April 2011: 12 permits issued; cost of permits $1,395.00; cost of construction $32,835.00; 20 jobs completed; 50 building inspections made; 7 curb and sidewalk permits issued; 7 curb and sidewalk inspections made; 7 use and occupancy certificates issued; 5 plumbing permits issued, 5 plumbing permits completed; no heating equipment permit issued, no heating equipment permits completed. (See # 6) Councilwoman Lotz said the 7 use and occupancy permits show a continued strong real estate market in Narberth. The Building and Zoning Committee has been having joint meetings with the Narberth Planning Commission concerning the research being done on form based zoning. The last joint meeting had a webinar on form based zoning, which the group would like to share with all members of Council, and any interested citizen who wishes to view the webinar. The joint committee will meet again on Wednesday may 25th at 6:00 PM to view the webinar and at 7:00 PM to hear Brian O’Leary from the Montgomery County Planning Commission to answer questions on form based zoning. The June 22, 2011 joint meeting will feature a discussion with Bob Scott, Solicitor for Lansdowne Borough who will discuss the pros and cons of form based zoning.


Michael Quinn, Chairman of the Public Safety Committee presented the May 9, 2011 report of the Narberth Police Department, (See # 7) showing Police statistics for the month of April 2011; the meter violation reports for April 2011 shows 193 meter violations for the month. (YTD 1,067) (See # 8) The two-hour zone report show 56 violations for the month of April 2011 (YTD 273) (See # 9) and the Report of District Justice Kathleen Valentine, together with a check in the amount of $1,352.39 representing collections for the month of March 2011. (See #10)  The report of the Narberth Fire Company for the month of April 2011 was also read. (See # 11) The Fire Chief reported 12 calls for the month (YTD 76) with 71% of the calls in Lower Merion Township and 29% of the calls in Narberth Borough. There were 49 hours of training for the month with 577 hours year to date. The fire marshal Mike Kennedy met with Kevin Murphy and Tony Van Dyke of Ewing Cole to complete a survey of 201 Sabine Avenue property and reviewed the report when received. The fire marshal also met with a representative from Pennoni Associates to complete a safety survey of 201 Sabine Avenue. The fire marshal met with Councilman Quinn, the Borough Manager and Fire Chief Bill Henderson to finish a discussion about the job description of the fire marshal job. The fire marshal also did a follow up inspection of 201 Sabine Avenue. Councilman Quinn asked that a copy of the fire marshal’s report be forwarded to the Narberth Fire Company. Councilman Quinn said that he noticed an overtime report, with extra hours caused by the necessity to guard the prisoner who was stabbed in the attempt to rob the Coastal Service Station on Montgomery Avenue last month.


Councilman Wegbreit, Chairman of the Highway Committee, read the man-hour report for Highway Department, showing 821 man-hours worked for which the Department was paid $17,129.03   for the period March 18, 2011 to April 21, 2011. (See # 12) The Highway committee will present Ordinance No. 952 for enactment later in tonight’s meeting.


Vice-President Muderick, Chairman of the Health and Welfare Committee presented the monthly report of trash and recycling collection for the month of April 2011. During the month of 175.85 tons of trash were collected along with 21.61 tons of recyclabes and 26.82 tons of newsprint.  Costs incurred for the month included $22,712.45 for trash and recycling collection contract;  $11,430.25 tipping fee to the county; $785.20 tipping fee for brush collection; $932.04 recycling, tipping and hauling; labor costs totaled $2,105.88 for 92 hours. Receipts for special pickups totaled $175.00.   (See #13) The Health and Welfare Committee will meet Wednesday May 18th to continue to discuss trash pick up in the downtown area.


Vice-President Muderick, presented the May 9, 2011 report showing that during the month of April 2011, there were no dog bites, no cat bites and no communicable diseases reported.  (See # 14)


Councilwoman Heidi Boise, Chairwoman of the Property Committee, presented the May 9, 2011 report. (See # 15) During the month of April 2011:

1. At the direction of Aqua, Pa. the water fountain connection at the park area, initially in the sidewalk of the baseball field location was moved to a new water pit area on the ball field that allows the installation of a back flow prevention device in the new water meter pit.

2. The municipal building elevator has been placed out of service due to a state inspection and a damaged hydraulic shaft. As a result, the primary elections in May will be held in the American Legion Wing of the Community building.

3. Eight tons of sand have been delivered to the Candy Cane City playground.

4. The Narberth Athletic Association has started the 2011 youth baseball programs. 


The Property Committee will meet Monday May 23rd at 8:00 PM to discuss the planting in the station circle area, Narberth field usage and Narberth School maintenance issues. Voter services has mailed a post card to every registered voter in wards 2 & 3 notifying them of the change in polling places caused by the elevator in Borough Hall being put out of service.


Surge Ghosh, Chairman of the Finance Committee, presented the May 9, 2011 Schedule of Bills covering General Fund expenditures of $2,693,794.41 (YTD $3,950,206.06) and Highway Aid Fund expenditures of $1,855.42 (YTD $22,646.41) (See # 16) It was moved by Councilwoman Lotz, seconded by Vice-President Muderick, that Council approve the Schedule, the Borough Treasurer draw checks, be approved by the President of Council, attested by the Borough Secretary, and all bills paid.  Motion carried. The Finance Committee will meet May 19th at 8:00 PM to hear a presentation from Clifton Gunderson, CPA about the audit results of the 2010 financial statements. The committee will also discuss a request from the Fire Company concerning a bi-annual form required to be filed by the Fire Company.


Councilwoman Boise, Chairman of the Ad-Hoc Bridge Committee had no report.


Councilman Ghosh, Chairman of the Economic Development Committee reported the committee has scheduled breakfast with the Narberth Business owners and operators for Wednesday May 25, 2011 at 8:30 AM. The sidewalk sale from last week was very successful and Councilman Ghosh enjoyed driving one of the trains on Saturday for the sidewalk sale,


President Daley reported no letters were received during the month.


President Daley asked if there was any citizen present who wished to address Council on any subject.


C I T I Z E N     C O M M E N T S

There were nine members of the public present for tonight’s meeting. Sue Bode a resident from 109 Dudley Avenue addressed Council concerning complaints about the Home-Made Sandwich shop that backs up to the rear of her property. Mrs. Bode submitted a letter outlining specific complaints about noise and water run-off and damage to the fence in the rear of her property. (See #17) Mrs. Bode specifically asked about a zoning hearing originally scheduled for June 26, 2006 that was cancelled by the Borough. She asked about Borough Code section 124.57- J - (3) that requires parking lots to be delineated and landscaped and requires a continuous barrier or guardrail around the parking area. Mrs. Bode says that the lack of parking bumpers and guardrail has caused damage to her property. Water comes across the parking lot and causes damage to her property and her fence. She said that the current owner is not a good neighbor and has done nothing to address any of the issues raised by the neighbors.


President Daley asked that a copy of the letter be given to the Borough Office to assist them in answering some of the complaints.


Rob McGreevey of 149 Merion Avenue thanked Council for putting together all of the fun programs for residents. Council President Daley said that many of the programs are organized by volunteer organizations, such as the Fourth of July committee and the Narberth Business Association.   She encouraged Mr. McGreevey to get involved with the community and join one of the local organizations.


R E S O L U T I O N S

Councilwoman Nancy Lotz, Chairman of the Building and Zoning Committee presented a resolution authorizing the release of escrow # 3 in the amount of $25,987.50 leaving a balance of $101,505.50 in the Narberth Arbors Escrow Account held by Bryn Mawr Trust Company. (See #18) Vice-President Muderick seconded the passage of this resolution. Resolution adopted by a unanimous voice vote of Council. 


Councilwoman Lotz presented a resolution authorizing the release of escrow # 4 in the amount of $30,679.00 leaving a balance of $75,515.00 in the Narberth Arbors Escrow Account held by Bryn Mawr Trust Company. (See #19) Councilman Ghosh seconded the passage of this resolution. Resolution Adopted by the unanimous voice vote of Council.


Councilman Quinn, Chairman of the Public Safety Committee presented a resolution authorizing Joe Rudolf Esquire to review and recommend changes the Narberth Civil Service Rules and regulations for a fee not to exceed $2500.00 to bring them into compliance with recent changes in the Commonwealth Code. (See # 20)  Councilwoman Lotz seconded the passage of this resolution. There was discussion of the legal fees and the amount budgeted for this task. Resolution adopted by the unanimous voice vote of Council.


Councilman Bob Wegbreit, Chairman of the Highway Committee presented Ordinance No. 952 for Enactment. Ordinance No. 952 was introduced at the April 11, 2011 Council meeting and has been duly advertised for enactment at tonight’s meeting. Councilman Wegbreit read the title of Ordinance No. 952 (See # 21):

An ordinance to Amend Ordinance No. 673 approved April 11, 1977 as amended, which established privileged parking by creating a Two-Hour parking time zone on designated areas of Price Avenue and North Narberth Avenue and the 100 block of Dudley Avenue.


Councilman Ghosh seconded the enactment of this ordinance. Ordinance enacted by a unanimous voice vote of Council. The Borough Manager will see that signs are erected and that residents will be notified to come to the Borough Office and make an application for a new sticker, with an initial grace period of 30 to 60 days before tickets are written.


Councilman Quinn said he wished to recognize the graduation from West Point Academy of Rob McCallion from Narberth Avenue.


President Daley reminded all Council members that the Memorial Day Parade is scheduled for Monday May 30th starting at 9:30 AM and Council will walk together to lead the parade.


There being no further business to come before Council this evening, President Daley entertained a motion to adjourn, so moved by Council Member Nancy Lotz, seconded by Councilman Ghosh. Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 8:50 P.M.





Respectfully submitted,





Frederick C. Hansell, Jr.





Assistant Borough Secretary





Assistant Borough Manager
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