MINUTES OF THE BOROUGH OF NARBERTH

COUNCIL CAUCUS MEETING

The caucus meeting of the Narberth Borough Council was called to order in the Municipal Building, 100 Conway Avenue, Narberth, Pa. on May 5, 2010 at 8:00 P.M. by Council President Mary Jo Daley.


 Present:                                                  Absent:                                         


  Messrs.:
                                              Aaron Muderick, Vice-President                                      


 Heidi Boise


 Surge Ghosh


 Nancy Lotz, (Ms.) 


 Michael Quinn


 Bob Wegbreit


 Mary Jo Daley, (Mrs.) President


Also Present:


 Thomas Grady, Mayor                            Marc Jonas, Borough Solicitor


 William J. Martin, Borough Manager


 Frederick C. Hansell, Jr., Assistant Borough Manager


President Mary Jo Daley referred to the tentative agenda distributed to all Councilmembers, and posted on the information boards. (See #1)


Councilman Surge Ghosh, Chairman of the Finance Committee reported his committee met on Wednesday April 19, 2010 and discussed several items on the committee’s agenda, including purchase approval and flow to accounting and budget terms. The committee discussed the general requisitions presented to council each month and the importance of proper budget category and tying in current expenditures to the final budget. The Committee has reviewed the debt schedule and payment schedule and will review the terms to see if any improvements can be made.


The committee scheduled May 17th for its next meeting and will invite the tax collector and business tax collector. The committee will meet with representatives from Stockton Bates, the Borough Auditors in June. The committee will continue to discuss priority funding, and disbursements for outside agencies. 


Councilman Quinn, Chairman of the Public Safety Committee reported his committee met on April 7th and discussed several items. Councilman Quinn requested an executive session Monday May 10th at 7:00 PM to discuss the upcoming police contract negotiations. Chairman Quinn said he had received information from Representative Mike Gerber’s Office about a sample ordinance concerning lost or stolen handguns. The committee will discuss this in May. Councilman Quinn attended the Meet the Mayor meeting where a new Town Watch” Mike Moore of Shirley Road proposed program. The neighborhood watch may prove successful in keeping recent burglaries from reoccurring. Mayor Grady has also ordered extra patrols. The Narberth Civic Association is also interested in participating and also helping to coordinate joint training with the community watch program from Lower Merion Township. Patrols are equipped with cell phones to relay findings to the Lower Merion Township Police dispatcher, who also dispatches officers for the Narberth Police Department.


Councilman Quinn said he had attended the Fire Company Banquet and Fireman Clarke Deal was honored for 50 years of service. The banquet was well attended and three firemen, Clarke Deal, Francis Dixon and William J. Henderson were honored for over 4,000 runs.


Councilman Wegbreit, Chairman of the Highway Committee reported his committee met and discussed the proposed traffic study at Woodside Avenue and South Narberth Avenue. The Borough Manager had presented a quote from John Nawn for $3,975.00. Councilman Wegbreit had obtained a quote of $2,000.00 and Pennoni Associates has presented a quotation for $1,200.00. The intersection is not a high volume intersection, but several residents in the neighborhood have requested a 4-way stop sign because of pedestrians crossing at this intersection. The original study showed that the intersection did not qualify for a state warrant. The state has revised the warrant procedure to guidelines for local municipalities. The intersection has some visibility problems including 2 trees that block the sight line, which is also impeded by a hedge and a retaining wall.  Several school buses use this intersection to access the bridge. The highway committee reviewed the intersection of Chestnut Avenue and South Narberth Avenue that also did not qualify. The engineer will be asked to count the cars that cross the intersection and also examine the cars that may cue from the proposed stop sign to the entrance to the bridge. The intersection is also a walking route for children attending Merion Elementary School and St. Margaret’s Elementary School.

 There was discussion on the need for this study, the effect of the bridge construction on the intersection, rush hour traffic effects, the height of the bridge and the closeness of the driveway at the Woodside Court Apartments.


The Committee discussed how this request and study would affect other citizen requests for 4-way stop signs.


Councilman Wegbreit made the following motion:


The members of the Highway Committee recommend that Pennoni Engineers be authorized to investigate the impact of a 4-way stop sign installation at S. Narberth Avenue and Woodside Avenues at a cost of $1,200.00. Said study to be completed by June 5th. Councilman Ghosh seconded the passage of this resolution. Resolution adopted by the unanimous voice vote of Council.


Vice-President Muderick, Chairman of the Health and Welfare Committee was absent this evening the Borough Manager reported that the committee met on Wednesday April 19th at 8:30 PM and discussed the terms of the sealed proposals for the trash contract. The current trash contract expires on December 31, 2010. The Borough Manager will so advertise for sealed bids for a 2-year contract with an option to extend for one more year. Montgomery County maintains of list of licensed haulers that will serve as the possible bidders list. Sealed bids will be returned on June 4th or June 11th. There will also be a pre-bid meeting to answer questions from haulers.


Spring Clean up week will begin on June 7th and continue through June 11th. The daily pick up schedule will be posted to the Borough’s web site, along with a list of the items that are not included in the free pick up.


Councilwoman Heidi Boise, Chairman of the Property Committee reported that the committee met on April 29, 2010 to discuss the terms of the new leases for the old Narberth School Building and the prospective property managers for the building. Council authorized an appraisal of the property at their last meeting. The committee met with Stonehenge Group, one of the prospective property managers. Because of scheduling constraints the Borough Manager was authorized to interview the other property management firms. Mr. Martin interviewed Main Line Executive Management, and LH Holding Company. The Committee has worked with the solicitor’s office to get draft leases for Solutions Systems Incorporated. Pennoni Engineers was authorized to confirm the rent able space. MELC has received a draft lease from the solicitor’s office and is conducting direct negations with their attorney. Council may have to schedule a special meeting to execute the final leases with MELC and SSI. 


Council member Nancy Lotz, Chairman of the Building and Zoning Committee reported that her committee met and discussed changes to the existing sign ordinance or amendments to existing ordinance and the Station Circle Overlay District ordinance. 


Councilman Ghosh, Chairman of the Economic Development Committee met on April 19th at 7:00 PM and discussed planning a breakfast for the retail shop owners. Councilman Wegbreit said he had attended the Narberth Business Association Meeting and discussed the upcoming sidewalk sale.


Councilwoman Boise, Chairman of the Ad-Hoc Bridge Committee reported she has received a prospective scope of services agreement from Pennoni Engineers covering the demolition of the Rockland Avenue Bridge for $39,000.00.

There was discussion of the terms of the agreement, and the timing to complete the agreement. The PUC has ordered the demolition before June 30, 2010. The actual demolition contract will have to go out for bids from Amtrak Licensed contractors. There were questions about the contract and the possibility of being penalized for not meeting the deadline. The paperwork for reimbursement from PennDot must be completed correctly to qualify for the 20% local reimbursement.


Councilwoman Boise said she met with Craig Suhoskey of Pennoni Engineers at the Narberth Avenue Bridge to discuss the design of the new bridge. Venturi Architects were present at the meeting and discussed the PennDot procedures under the bridge bill. Venturi will send a proposal for design services as part of the Pennoni Engineers sub-contracted services. The proposal may include several community meetings to inform residents about the design and scheduling.


Under other matters President Daley called upon the Borough Manager to discuss the Windsor Avenue greening project. The Borough Manager said the Borough has received a $40,000.00 DVRPC grant to do some of the preliminary design work for a series of storm retention basins along Windsor Avenue.  The whole project was submitted to the Montgomery County Open Space Board for funding by a county grant. The preliminary work was completed and will be submitted for reimbursement. Montgomery County has not scheduled a presentation of any of the proposals submitted, due to a lack of complete funding.

The Borough Manager has talked to Mike Stokes of the Montgomery County Open Space Board and requested an extension of the program in order to maintain other funding for this important project.

CITIZEN COMMENTS


There were two members of the public present this evening. No citizen addressed Council this evening. 


President Daley said Council has scheduled an executive session for Monday May 10th at 7:00 PM to discuss the Police Contract negotiations.


President Daley said she has received some information concerning proposed legislation that eliminates discrimination based on sexual orientation. President Daley said she would circulate this information to all members of Council. This matter will be referred to the Finance Committee.


There being no further business to come before Council this evening, President Daley entertained a motion to adjourn, so moved by Councilwoman Lotz, seconded by Councilman Ghosh.  Motion carried. Caucus meeting adjourned at 9:24 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Frederick C. Hansell, Jr.

Assistant Borough Secretary

Assistant Borough Manager
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