MINUTES OF THE BOROUGH OFPRIVATE 

NARBERTH COUNCIL MEETING

The regular council meeting of the Narberth Borough Council was called to order in the Municipal Building, 100 Conway Avenue, Narberth, Pa. on November 8, 2010 at 8:00 P.M. by Council President Mary Jo Daley.



Present                                                          

      Messrs.:


Heidi Boise


Surge Ghosh


Nancy V. Lotz, (Ms.) 


Aaron Muderick, Vice President


Michael Quinn


Bob Wegbreit

  
Mary Jo Daley, (Mrs.) President


Also Present:


Thomas Grady, Mayor


William J. Martin, Borough Manager


Marc Jonas, Borough Solicitor


Frederick C. Hansell, Jr., Assistant Borough Manager


Following the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag, as led by members of Boy Scout Troop 176, it was moved by Councilwoman Lotz and seconded by Vice-President Muderick that the minutes of Council Meeting and October 6, 2010 Caucus and October 11, 2010 Council meeting and October 24, 2010 Special Meeting be approved as circulated.  Motion carried. There was discussion of the minutes of the September 13, 2010 combined Caucus and Council Meeting, and they will be up for consideration at the December 13, 2010 Council Meeting. 


President Daley called upon the Mayor, Tom Grady for his report. The Mayor thanked War Memorial Committee and American Legion Post for the Veterans Day Service held Sunday at 1:00 PM. 


Ms. Linda Waddell, President of the Board of Trustees of the Narberth Community Library presented the regular monthly report of the Narberth Community Library Trustees for the month of October 2010 showing receipts, disbursements, and circulation statistics for the month.  The report shows circulation for the month of October of 3,738 volumes that is a decrease of 415 volumes from last month and an increase of 980 volumes from October 2009. The Library’s October 30, 2010 balance sheet shows assets totaling $757,802.32. (See # 1) The Library will open late on Thursday November 11th to allow the staff to attend an extended training session on downloadable audio and e-books. The Library also has Universal Class with over 500 continuing education classes. On Saturday the Library will feature a Harry Potter party and will also have a Women of Mystery book discussion group. November 30th the Library will have a Christmas Ornament program as a kick off for the annual Dickens' Festival.


President Daley read the October 30, 2010 report of the Borough Treasurer, Mrs. Leslie E. Marshall, which was received and was ordered, filed for audit. (See # 2) The report shows an opening balance of $62,931.45; receipts of $322,909.38; expenditures of $319,785.92 and adjustments of –12,965.65 Current Cash overeimbursement; -66.08 bank service charge; -.08 adjustment to deposit; and –20.00 returned parking ticket check; leaving a closing balance of $53,003.10.  The Trial Balance submitted by the Borough Office is in balance. (See #3) The Schedule of Invested Funds shows an October 30, 2010 balance of PLIGIT investments of $1,871,630.58. (See # 4)


The October 30, 2010 report of the Borough Tax Collector, Mrs. Regina Watson, was received and ordered filed for audit.  (See # 5)  The Tax Collector has collected 97.719% or $2,279,956.30 of the 2010 Real Estate Tax duplicate of $2,333,176.05 leaving an unpaid balance of $57,693.99; 97.719% or $553,282.11 of the 2010 Solid Waste Tax duplicate of $566,197.07 leaving an unpaid balance of $12,936.14; and 97.704% or $183,170.44 of the 2010 Sewer Tax Duplicate of $187,474.86 leaving an unpaid balance of $3,964.16 for bills issued February 1, 2010. There were 1,499 tax bills issued based on a 2010 assessed value of $302,779,180.00. The Tax Collector has collected 91.549% of the 2010 Lower Merion School Tax Duplicate leaving a balance to be collected of $553,287.10.


The Borough Solicitor, Marc D. Jonas had no report. He stated he has received several questions from the Ad-Hoc Rules committee, which he will respond to as soon as possible.


The Borough Manager, William Martin, reported the Finance Committee would present the 2011 Preliminary Budget later in tonight’s meeting. The Budget will stay on file until it is finally adopted at the end of December. The budget will be posted to the Borough’s website and a copy will be available in the Borough Office and also in the Narberth Community Library. The final tax rates for Real Estate, Solid Waste and Sewer will be adopted at the recessed meeting of Council held the last week in December. The preliminary budget is the so-called “fat” budget that includes all projects and all requests. The Manager’s Budget tutorial examined each line in the budget. The Finance Committee will schedule at least one committee meeting to discuss the budget in November and another in December if necessary.


The Borough Manager distributed a copy of the openings on the various boards and commissions. All of the individuals who are serving have received a letter asking if they wish to be re-appointed, and all have responded positively. Council will schedule information sessions in December to interview these candidates.


The Borough Manager announced that a new zoning hearing would be scheduled for an application that was received after 4:00 PM today. The hearing concerns 124 North Narberth Avenue, and an application for a special exception to construct a surgical center.

PRIVATE 
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTStc  \l 1 "STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS"

Council member Nancy Lotz, Chairman of the Building and Zoning Committee, presented the November 8, 2010 report showing permit activity for the month of October 2010: 13 permits issued; cost of permits $2,730.00; cost of construction $22,215.00; 6 jobs completed; 30 building inspections made; 1 curb and sidewalk permit issued; 1 curb and sidewalk inspections made; 1 use and occupancy certificate issued; 4 plumbing permits issued, 1 plumbing permits completed; no heating equipment permit issued, no heating equipment permits completed. (See # 6) The Narberth Planning Commission is planning to submit written comments to Council concerning Ordinance No. 935 Downtown Station Circle Overlay District. Once these comments are received then the Building and Zoning Committee will schedule a Public Meeting to also receive public comments. The committee will also present a resolution later in tonight’s meeting to approve the partial release of funds from the escrow balance for the Narberth Arbors Sub-division.


Michael Quinn, Chairman of the Public Safety Committee presented the November 8, 2010 report of the Narberth Police Department, (See #7) showing Police statistics for the month of October 2010; The meter violation reports for October 2010 shows 241 meter violations for the month. (YTD 2,772) (See # 8) The two-hour zone report shows 88 violations for the month of October 2010 (YTD 707) (See # 9) and the Report of District Justice Kathleen Valentine, together with a check in the amount of $1,300.29 representing collections for the month of September 2010. (See #10)  The report of the Narberth Fire Company for the month of October 2010 was also read. (See # 11) The Fire Chief reported 15 calls for the month (YTD 194) with 74% of the calls in Lower Merion Township and 26% in Narberth Borough. Fire Marshal Mike Kennedy submitted his reports covering meetings with Cornell Homes and participation in the Fire Prevention classes for local schools. The fire marshal will inspect the Narberth Community Theatre and will attend a class on residential fire sprinklers. Councilman Quinn questioned fire marshal’s visit to Dance Express to review some fire safety procedures concerning blocking the fire exits. Mayor Grady said the Police Department has also visited Dance Express in response to a call about a disruptive parent. 


Councilman Wegbreit, Chairman of the Highway Committee, read the man-hour report for Highway Department, showing 1,069 man-hours worked for which the Department was paid $21,839.82 for the period September 24, 2010 to October 21, 2010. (See # 12)


Vice-President Muderick, Chairman of the Health and Welfare Committee presented the monthly report of trash and recycling collection for the month of October 2010. During the month of October 186.29 tons of trash were collected along with 17.02 tons of co-mingled recyclabes and 27.27 tons of newsprint, cardboard and mixed paper and 14.02 tons of brush and 7.29 tons of leaves.  Costs incurred for the month included $24,068.70 for trash and recycling collection contract;  $11,736.27 tipping fee to the county; $841.20 tipping fee for brush collection and $291.60 for leaf collection; $734.07 recycling tipping and hauling; labor costs totaled $3,041.18 for 115 hours. Receipts for special pickups totaled $200.00.   (See # 13) 


Vice-President Muderick, presented the November 8, 2010 report showing that during the month of October 2010, there were no dog bites, no cat bites and no communicable diseases reported.  (See # 14)


Councilwoman Heidi Boise, Chairwoman of the Property Committee, presented the November 8, 2010 report. (See # 15) During the month of October 2010:

1. Fall field preparations have been started with the Borough crew and Farrelly Brothers.

2. Five tons of sand had been added to Candy Cane City and the Sabine Avenue Park.

3. A crew of volunteers has adopted the Sabine Avenue Park as a project and is providing clean up service and plantings to the area.

4. The water fountains at the park areas are being winterized.

5. The Property Users’ meeting was held on October 25, 2010.


The property committee will meet Monday November 22nd at 8:00 PM. Councilman Ghosh said he stopped in the Girl Scout Room and the bathrooms were spotless. 


Surge Ghosh, Chairman of the Finance Committee, presented the November 8, 2010 Schedule of Bills covering General Fund expenditures of $237,793.49 (YTD $6,288,562.39) and Highway Aid Fund expenditures of $5,812.37 (YTD $94,562.40) (See # 16) It was moved by Councilwoman Lotz, seconded by Vice-President Muderick, that Council approve the Schedule, the Borough Treasurer draw checks, be approved by the President of Council, attested by the Borough Secretary, and all bills paid.  Motion carried. The Finance Committee will meet Monday November 15th at 8:00 PM to continue discussion of the budget items. The committee will review the Library budget and the Fire Company budget requests. 


Councilwoman Boise, Chairman of the Ad-Hoc Bridge Committee reported her committee would meet on Wednesday November 17th at 8:00 Pm with representatives from Pennoni Engineers and Venturi Scott Brown to talk about the design of the North Narberth Avenue Bridge. Our solicitor is awaiting a response from Amtrak on the environmental impact study required and any potential liability. The Rockland Avenue Bridge demolition has been federalized and the committee is awaiting a response from Amtrak about approval of the demolition plan submitted.


Several members of Council commented on the opening of the South Street Bridge in Philadelphia. The South Street Bridge was opened 1 month ahead of schedule and on budget. Councilman Boise said that the article in the Philadelphia Inquirer mentioned two key issues: the involvement of the community and the early involvement of the design architect. The new South Street Bridge has also become a new target for vandals.


Councilman Ghosh, Chairman of the Economic Development Committee reported his committee would meet on Monday November 15th at 7:00 PM with member of the Narberth Business Association to discuss marketing the Borough.


Vice-President Muderick chairman of the Ad-Hoc Rules Committee said he had belatedly asked for the solicitor’s help on two questions that were discussed in committee. The Solicitor said he would answer those questions this week. The Rules Committee will present their revised rules in December for Council to consider.


President Daley reported no letters were received during the month.


President Daley asked if there was any citizen present who wished to address Council on any subject?


C I T I Z E N     C O M M E N T S

There were 15 members of the public present for tonight’s meeting. William H. Henderson of 506 Beechwood Lane addressed Council concerning the status of sprinkler systems in the 4-house subdivision at Narberth Arbors. President Daley said that the builder, Cornell Homes had been ordered to have sprinklers installed in each of the 4 new homes. The builder has appealed this ruling to the Uniform Construction Code Appeals Board. President Daley said no plans for the sprinklers have been received in the Borough Office.


R E S O L U T I O N S

Councilwoman Lotz, Chairman of the Building and Zoning Committee presented a motion authorizing the Borough Manager to solicit letters of interest for the openings of the various Boards and Commissions. Councilman Ghosh seconded the passage of this motion. Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. There are 7 openings this year including Jim Cornwell of the vacancy board. Vice-President Muderick moved that Mr. Cornwell be excused from the requirement to attend an informational session. Motion seconded by Councilwoman Boise. Motion carried by unanimous voice vote.


Councilman Ghosh, Chairman of the Finance presented a resolution approving the introduction of the 2011 Preliminary Budget. Councilwoman Lotz seconded the passage of this resolution. Resolution adopted by unanimous voice vote of Council.


Councilwoman Lotz presented a resolution authorizing the release of $24,625.00 from the escrow account for the Narberth Arbors Subdivision, leaving a balance in the escrow of $76,877.50. The Borough engineer has reviewed this request and approved it. Councilman Ghosh seconded the passage of this resolution. There was discussion of having adequate reserves to cover the cost of installing sprinklers. The solicitor reviewed the letter and approved this partial escrow release. Motion approved by the unanimous voice vote of Council.


President Daley began a discussion of Ordinance No. 946 concerning the usage of parks and playgrounds. Ordinance No. 946 was introduced at the October 11, 2010 Council meeting, and has been duly advertised for enactment at tonight’s meeting. Councilwoman Boise discussed the penalties contained in the ordinance that has been advertised. The committee discussed having a penalty of $300.00 per person per occurrence, not the $1,000.00 listed in the ordinance. Councilwoman Boise presented Ordinance No.946 for Enactment. Councilwoman Lotz seconded this motion. Motion defeated by four to three votes, Council members Daley, Wegbreit, and Lotz voting against this motion. This ordinance will be modified and re-advertised for enactment at the December Council meeting.


Councilman Quinn thanked the Borough Manager for the Borough’s assistance in having the War Memorial Area cleaned by the Fran Dixon of the highway crew before Sunday’s ceremony.


The Borough Manager said that no new capital project has been received for submission to the NIDA. The Borough will make a submission to the NIDA Board at its next meeting.


The Borough Manager said at 4:15 this afternoon a request for a zoning hearing was received. The request for a special exception for the premises 124 North Narberth Avenue to operate a surgical procedures unit. The Borough will have 60 days to schedule a hearing to hear this application.


President Daley requested a brief executive session to discuss a matter under litigation concerning the Narberth Arbor’s Subdivision. Executive session began at 9:15 and reconveniened at 9:40 PM.


Councilman Ghosh made the following motion:


Council hereby request that the UCC Appeals Board be reconveniened as soon as possible to hear the appeal requested by Cornell Homes concerning the 4 house subdivision and the need to have sprinklers installed.


Councilman Quinn seconded this motion. Motion approved by the unanimous voice vote of Council.


The Borough Manager announced that the adjourned meeting of Council would be scheduled for Wednesday December 29, 2010 at 7:30 PM.


There being no further business to come before Council this evening, President Daley entertained a motion to adjourn, so moved by Council Member Nancy Lotz, seconded by Vice-President Muderick. Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 9:45 P.M.





Respectfully submitted,





Frederick C. Hansell, Jr.





Assistant Borough Secretary





Assistant Borough Manager
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