MINUTES OF THE BOROUGH OF NARBERTH

COUNCIL CAUCUS MEETING

The caucus meeting of the Narberth Borough Council was called to order in the Municipal Building, 100 Conway Avenue, Narberth, Pa. on October 6, 2010 at 8:35 P.M. by Council President Mary Jo Daley.


 Present:                                                                                 


  Messrs.:
                                      


 Heidi Boise


 Surge Ghosh


 Nancy Lotz, (Ms.) 


 Aaron Muderick, Vice-President


 Michael Quinn


 Bob Wegbreit


 Mary Jo Daley, (Ms.) President


Also Present:


 Thomas Grady, Mayor


 William J. Martin, Borough Manager


 Marc Jonas, Borough Solicitor


 Frederick C. Hansell, Jr., Assistant Borough Manager


President Mary Jo Daley referred to the tentative agenda distributed to all Councilmembers, and posted on the information boards. (See #1) President Daley stated that Council met in executive session prior to tonight’s meeting to discuss a matter of possible litigation concerning the requirement for sprinklers at Narberth Arbors, 501 North Wynnewood Avenue. Solicitor Jonas was present for the executive session but did not attend the caucus meeting.


Councilman Surge Ghosh, Chairman of the Finance Committee reported his committee met on September 20th and discussed Ordinance No. 947 the General Obligation Note and repayment schedule. Ordinance No.947 was introduced at the September Council meeting for passage at the October 11, 2010 Council meeting. Once Council passes this ordinance, the passage will be advertised in the Main Line Times and then submitted to the Department of Community Affairs for final approval. This General Obligation Note will be used to pay for two projects: the 2010 Highway Resurfacing Program and the demolition of the Rockland Avenue Bridge. The Borough Manager said that the Borough received a very good price for the resurfacing project from Brubacher Construction Company. The General Obligation Note was awarded to Citizens Bank.


The Borough Manager said he will present a resolution from the Finance Committee on Monday night allowing the Borough Manager to advertise for sealed proposals from local banks for the Borough’s Tax Anticipation Note in the amount of $375,000.00 with a one year due date due December 31, 2011. Under the Unit Debt Act, the borough can borrow in anticipation of tax revenues to cover its cash requirements until tax revenues are received.


The Borough Manager will distribute copies of the information received the third party organizations that the Borough distributes funds to. The Manager has received information from the Narberth Fire Company, the Narberth Community Library and the Volunteer Medical Service Corps of Lower Merion and Narberth.  


Councilman Ghosh said he was happy to receive a reply for the Borough’s insurance carrier clarifying overages for all Councilman concerning decisions made by committee chairmen.


Councilman Quinn, Chairman of the Public Safety Committee reported his committee met Tuesday night with Superintendent McGrath from the Lower Merion Police Department, Lt. Arthur Pavoni and Mayor Grady, the Borough Manager and members of the committee. The Memorandum of Understanding was discussed in detail and the current wording was revised to include notification after 3 consecutive 12-hour shifts of Lower Merion’s need to supply police officers to Narberth. The final draft will be revised and distributed to all members of Council via e-mail and be presented to Council as a recommendation from the Public Safety Committee at Monday’s Council Meeting.


Police Contract negotiations are continuing, and both sides will schedule a meeting in October. Contract discussion includes possible changes to the health care coverage and pension provisions. The Borough Manager has been getting cost figures for new health care coverages.


Councilman Wegbreit, Chairman of the Highway Committee reported his committee has been discussing the new labor force contract and awaiting results of the police contract negotiations before proceeding; some of the same issues will apply. The highway overlay project is well underway and will be completed shortly. The overlay program includes streets that had been overlaid following the completion of the Aqua, Pa water main capital project.


The Borough Manager said he had sent a letter to the owner of 300 Woodside to have the hedge trimmed back to 42 inches as a result of the recommendations contained in the traffic study conducted of the intersection of Woodside Avenue and South Narberth Avenue. The owner has responded and the hedge will be trimmed as soon as possible.


Vice-President Muderick, Chairman of the Health and Welfare Committee reported that his committee would meet on October 20, 2010 at 7:00 PM and continue discussion of the LED street lights. There was discussion of the effects of the expanded co-mingled recycling program and whether there has been a substantial increase in tonnage. The Assistant Borough Manager said he would update the tonnage graphs and distribute them as part of the September monthly report. There have been very slight increases in tonnage.  The Borough Manager said there would be a small increase in the tipping fee for 2011 that was announced by the Solid Waste Authority of Eastern Montgomery County.


Councilwoman Heidi Boise, Chairman of the Property Committee reported that the committee met to discuss the proposed repairs at the old Narberth School Building. Roof repairs have been completed, and some of the pumps for the heating system repair have been ordered because there is a 6-week lead-time. Main Line Executive Management has obtained the prices for all repairs and is helping to coordinate repairs. Nalls Architecture has seen some additional roof leaks and McCormick Roofing has returned to make repairs in their area.


The Property Committee also discussed Ordinance No. 946, which regulates park operating hours. There was discussion about the hours recommended by the committee. The original draft has the parks closed at 11:30 PM and re-opening at 5:00 AM. The ordinance covers both Narberth Playground and the Sabine Avenue tot-lot. Part of the draft will be eliminated to cover any reference to alcoholic beverages since that would be regulated by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania’s open container law. Animals would also be restricted from entering either park. Councilwoman Lotz suggested changing the hours to 6:00 AM. Many of the early morning joggers start at the park at that time. Councilwoman Lotz had concerns about noise early in the morning.  Fireworks are also prohibited except by permit.


The Property Committee will also schedule its fall property users meeting sometime in November. The meeting is usually well attended, and may have 10 to 15 participants including representatives from the Narberth Athletic Association and the 4th of July Committee and Girl Scouts. Kathy McNulty representing the Athletic Association will suggest 2 new programs for field usage.


Council member Nancy Lotz, Chairman of the Building and Zoning Committee reported that her committee met and discussed the latest version of Ordinance No. 935. The Montgomery County Planning Commission is reviewing this ordinance. The MCPC has 25 days to review the ordinance. Once comments are received back from the MCPC then Council will schedule a public hearing prior to the next Council meeting. Following tonight’s meeting the committee will schedule its next meeting.


Councilman Ghosh, Chairman of the Economic Development Committee said the fall sidewalk sale is scheduled for Thursday October 14th, 15th and 16th. With the music festival scheduled for Sunday October 17th. The Borough office has received posters to promote the sidewalk sale and will distribute them to all of the local businesses this week. The banner promoting the event will also be put across Haverford Avenue next week. The Clipper magazine will be used to promote the event, and the Borough will underwrite part of the cost.


Councilman Wegbreit suggested the Mayor order Forrest Avenue closed to traffic so that a large screen TV could be put in the street to watch the Phillies game. The committee will meet Monday October 18th at 7:00 PM.


Councilwoman Boise, Chairman of the Ad-Hoc Bridge Committee reported

a revised proposal was received from Venturi Scott Brown and was distributed to the committee members via e-mail. The revised proposal has an upper limit of $50,000.00. No new information has been received about the Rockland Avenue Bridge demolition. The Borough Manager has asked about the air rights and the bollards at the end of the bridge right of way. The air rights are important if the Borough wishes to install a pedestrian walkway.


Under other matters President Daley called upon the Borough Manager said he has received all of the requests from the 3rd party outside agencies, including PALM, Narberth Library, Narberth Fire Company. The initial information from the Narberth Library has been corrected and they are asking for a$4,000.00 increase to help cover a decrease in funding from the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.


The Narberth Fire Company has asked for a $1,000.00 increase.  No information has been received from the Narberth Civic Association, but the American Legion Post has asked for an increase to cover additional bands for the Memorial Day Parade. The Manager’s budget meeting for Council is scheduled for October 27, 2010 at 6:00 PM. The Manager will provide dinner for all Council members.


President Daley said she was pleasantly surprised to see the tunnel under the SEPTA station has been painted as part of an Eagle Scout project. The paintings are repetitive trees painted on tile board, which is screwed to the existing framework in the tunnel.  Mary Brown a local teacher has helped to coordinate the art project with SEPTA who owns the station.


President Daley said that setting up a UCC review board was discussed in executive session. There was discussion of sharing the review board that has already been established by Lower Merion Township. The Borough Manager will call Lower Merion Township tomorrow morning and see what can be done to share the review board and ask for an expedited appeal.


Councilman Quinn note the passing of long time resident William Levengood who resided on Dudley Avenue.

CITIZEN COMMENTS


There were three members of the public present this evening. William J. Henderson, President of the Narberth Fire Company of 506 Beechwood Lane spoke to Council about the status of sprinklers in the 4 new homes at the subdivision at 501 North Wynnewood Avenue. He said that the matter was discussed in executive session so that the public could not ask questions. He said he attended the August and September Council Meetings and continued to inquire about the status of the sprinklers in the new homes. He asked for any report prepared by the Borough Solicitor on the sprinkler situation.


President Daley said all members of Council in executive session had discussed the matter extensively. The builder has decided to appeal the decision of the Borough Manager that sprinklers are required to be installed in all of the new homes. The builder has requested an appeal to the UCC board under the appeal process outlined in the Uniform Commercial Code. At the present time the Borough has no appeal board in place and will have to ask Lower Merion Township if their board will hear our appeal under an intergovernmental agreement. Details of this arrangement are still being ironed out with the Township.


Mr. Henderson also questioned the role of the Fire Marshal and the need to have the fire marshal make regular inspections and reports to Borough Council and to the officers of the Narberth Fire Company. He reminded Council that the fire marshal was an employee of Narberth Borough. He suggested that one of the fire marshal’s duties should be to review building plans when they are submitted.


William R. Henderson of 504 Homewood Avenue, and Fire Chief of the Narberth Fire Company asked Council to remind residents to have visible house numbers on every residence. He said the Borough in the past has asked residents to have 3” numbers visible from the street at all times. He said that bushes or decorations that obscure the numbers complicate the job of fireman, police officers and EMT’s that are called to the location as the first responders in an emergency.  He said he was dispatched to a fire call along with Officer Vernacchio and both had trouble finding a visible house number for a call on the 300 block of Conway Avenue. He also reminded residents that fire hydrants on homeowners’ property should be cleared of snow as soon as possible to aid the Fire Company. He said he was in the process of verifying the location of 55 fire hydrants in the Borough that are not clearly marked.  


There being no further business to come before Council this evening, President Daley entertained a motion to adjourn, so moved by Councilwoman Lotz, seconded by Vice-President Muderick.  Motion carried. Caucus meeting adjourned at 9:35 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Frederick C. Hansell, Jr.

Assistant Borough Secretary

Assistant Borough Manager
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