MINUTES OF THE BOROUGH OFPRIVATE 

NARBERTH COUNCIL MEETING

The regular council meeting of the Narberth Borough Council was called to order in the Municipal Building, 100 Conway Avenue, Narberth, Pa. on October 11, 2010 at 8:00 P.M. by Council President Mary Jo Daley.



Present                                                          Absent
      Messrs.:


Heidi Boise





Aaron Muderick, Vice President


Surge Ghosh


Nancy V. Lotz, (Ms.) 


Michael Quinn


Bob Wegbreit

  
Mary Jo Daley, (Mrs.) President


Also Present:


Thomas Grady, Mayor


William J. Martin, Borough Manager


Marc Jonas, Borough Solicitor


Frederick C. Hansell, Jr., Assistant Borough Manager


Following the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag, as led by Councilman Ghosh, it was moved by Councilman Wegbreit that approval of the September 13, 2010 be deferred until next month, to allow additional corrections to the minutes. Councilwoman Lotz seconded this motion.   Motion carried. 


President Daley called upon the Mayor, Tom Grady for his report. The Mayor reported that operations in the Police department are running smoothly. The department is up to date on vacations and extra days off because of the move to 12-hour shifts. Mayor Grady reported that the speed trailer would be repaired next year to take care of normal wear and tear and rust caused by being out in the weather. The repairs will be included in the budget for next year. The Public Safety Committee has worked hard on revising the Memorandum of Understanding with Lower Merion Township.


Ms. Linda Waddell, President of the Board of Trustees of the Narberth Community Library presented the regular monthly report of the Narberth Community Library Trustees for the month of September 2010 showing receipts, disbursements, and circulation statistics for the month of September (See #1) The Library has had a busy month with over 4,000 items circulated. The Library will have story time and several Puppet maker workshops. There are additional downloadable e-books available. A new world book encyclopedia is available on line and the Mango languages program is available for customers who have English as a second language. Librarian Mary Glendenning will attend the State Library Conference and has been elected Youth Services Chairman.


President Daley read the September 30, 2010 report of the Borough Treasurer, Mrs. Leslie E. Marshall, which was received and was ordered, filed for audit. (See #2) The report shows an opening balance of $36,775.24; receipts of $373,794.33; expenditures of $351,646.00 and adjustments of +4,076.64 current cash under reimbursement, -48.76 bank service charge, and –20.00 parking ticket returned, leaving a closing balance of $62,931.45.  The Trial Balance submitted by the Borough Office is in Balance. (See # 3) The Schedule of Invested Funds shows a September 30, 2010 balance of PLIGIT investments of $2,076,543.39. (See # 4)


The September 30, 2010 report of the Borough Tax Collector, Mrs. Regina Watson, was received and ordered filed for audit.  (See # 5)  The Tax Collector has collected 97.691% or $2,333.176.05 of the 2010 Real Estate Tax duplicate of $2,388,322.42 leaving an unpaid balance of $58,404.31; 97.691% or $553,123.58 of the 2010 Solid Waste Tax duplicate of $566,197.07 leaving an unpaid balance of $13,095.41; and 97.766% or $183,286.67 of the 2010 Sewer Tax Duplicate of $187,474.86 leaving an unpaid balance of $4,044.44 for bills issued February 1, 2010. There were 1,499 tax bills issued based on a 2010 assessed value of $302,779,180.00. The Tax Collector has collected 88.300% of the Lower Merion School District Tax Duplicate, leaving a balance to be collected of $766,054.28


The Borough Solicitor, Marc D. Jonas had no report.


The Borough Manager, William Martin, reported the Minimum Municipal Obligation has been calculated and included in 2011 budget calculations. The budget analysis continues and will be discussed at the Manager’s Budget presentation scheduled for Wednesday October 27th at 6:00 PM. The treasurer’s report submitted tonight includes a reimbursement from PENNDOT for 10 invoices from Pennoni Associates totaling $133,387.10 for design work on the North Narberth Avenue Bridge.

PRIVATE 
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTStc  \l 1 "STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS"

Council member Nancy Lotz, Chairman of the Building and Zoning Committee, presented the October 11, 2010 report showing permit activity for the month of September 2010:8 permits issued; cost of permits $1,610.00; cost of construction $51,350.00; 8 jobs completed; 15 building inspections made; 4 curb and sidewalk permit issued; 4 curb and sidewalk inspections made; 2 use and occupancy certificates issued; 1 plumbing permit issued, 2 plumbing permits completed; no heating equipment permit issued, no heating equipment permits completed. (See # 6)


Michael Quinn, Chairman of the Public Safety Committee presented the October 11, 2010 report of the Narberth Police Department, (See # 7) showing Police statistics for the month of September 2010; the meter violation report for September 2010 shows 265 meter violations for the month. (YTD 2,531) (See # 8) The two-hour zone report shows 79 violations for the month of September 2010 (YTD 619) (See # 9) and the Report of District Justice Kathleen Valentine, together with a check in the amount of $2,664.24 representing collections for the month of September 2010. (See # 10)  The report of the Narberth Fire Company for the month of September 2010 was also read. (See # 11) The Fire Chief reported 13 calls for the month (YTD 179) with 74% in Lower Merion Township and 26% in Narberth Borough. The Fire Marshal, Michael Kennedy submitted his written report (See # 12) showing 4 apartment complexes were inspected along with the installation of an additional fire hydrant on Wayne Avenue. The schools within the Borough are to be inspected in October. Councilman Quinn thanked Mayor Grady and the other members of the Public Safety Committee for all of their hard work in adopting the final wording of the Memorandum of Understanding to be presented later in tonight’s meeting. 


Councilman Wegbreit, Chairman of the Highway Committee, read the man-hour report for Highway Department, showing 917 man-hours worked for which the Department was paid $17,058.88 for the period August 20, 2010 to September 16, 2010. (See # 13) The highway overlay program has been completed with the cooperation of Aqua, Pa. Brubaker Construction has done an excellent job on the overlay work.


Councilman Wegbreit, Associate Chairman of the Health and Welfare Committee presented the monthly report of trash and recycling collection for the month of September 2010. During the month of September 133.02 tons of trash were collected along with 21.53 tons of recyclables and 24.13 tons of mixed paper, cardboard and newsprint; 6.60 tons of brush and 1.47 tons of leaves.  Costs incurred for the month included $24,068.70 for trash and recycling collection contract;  $8,338.06 tipping fee to the county; $396.00 tipping fee for brush collection; $926.59 recycling tipping and hauling; labor costs totaled $3,308.54 for 237 hours. Receipts for special pickups totaled $80.00. (See # 14) The Assistant Borough Manager pointed out the graphs accompanying the report that show the monthly collection of co-mingled plastics and aluminum that have increased since the change in collection programs. Trash collection has decreased in tonnage but not by a significant amount. 


Councilman Wegbreit, presented the October 11, 2010 report showing that during the month of September 2010, there were no dog bites, no cat bites and no communicable diseases reported.  (See # 15)


Councilwoman Heidi Boise, Chairwoman of the Property Committee, presented the October 11, 2010 report. (See # 16) During the month of September 2010:

1. A replacement swing for challenged children has been installed at the Candy Cane City playground area.

2. Sand and wood chips have been added to the impact surfaces at both playground areas.

3. The Highway crew continues to trim and clean brush from the Sabine Avenue Park area.

4. Vending machines owned by Jim Lynn have been removed from the 201 Sabine Avenue building.


The Property Committee has scheduled a combined meeting with the property users for Monday October 25th at 7:30 PM


Surge Ghosh, Chairman of the Finance Committee, presented the October 11, 2010 Schedule of Bills covering General Fund expenditures of $351,439.12 (YTD $6,050,768.90) and Highway Aid Fund expenditures of $4,606.75. (YTD $88,750.03) (See # 17)  It was moved by Councilwoman Lotz, seconded by Councilwoman Boise, that Council approve the Schedule, the Borough Treasurer draw checks, be approved by the President of Council, attested by the Borough Secretary, and all bills paid.  Motion carried.


Councilwoman Boise, Chairman of the Ad-Hoc Bridge Committee reported her committee met and discussed the revised proposal submitted by Venturi, Scott, and Brown Architects for Design work of the North Narberth Avenue Bridge with a maximum expenditure of $50,000.00. The Borough Manager will sign the contract and return one copy to VSB. The Borough Manager said he has asked Pennoni Engineers to find out who owns the air rights over the existing bridge, to see if it is possible to place a pedestrian bridge over the air space occupied by the Rockland Avenue Bridge. Pennoni will check with AMTRAK and advise. The Committee is waiting to hear about the timing of the removal of the Rockland Avenue Bridge. The Committee will meet October 17th at 7:30 PM.


Councilman Ghosh, Chairman of the Economic Development Committee reported his committee did not meet this month. The fall sidewalk sale will begin on Thursday October 14th and the Borough will sponsor a “chill and grill” event Thursday evening with a disc jockey on Forrest Avenue. Traffic will be restricted on Forrest Avenue, and the music festival will block off Haverford Avenue on Sunday after 2:00 PM.


The ad-hoc Council Rules committee will present its final draft at the November council meeting.


President Daley reported no letters were received during the month.


President Daley asked if there was any citizen present who wished to address Council on any subject?


C I T I Z E N     C O M M E N T S

There were 15 members of the public present for tonight’s meeting. Joe Duckworth who with his wife Loretta are new residents and are purchasing a new home at # 1 Sabine Avenue spoke to Council with concerns about the requirement for sprinklers in the new house he is constructing. He said he wished to come to an amicable settlement of the issues surrounding the new homes. He said he was representing himself, not his company Arcadia Land Development. He said the other three homes were on lots owned by Cornell Homes and Cornell’s own attorney would represent Cornell. He said that the Borough Manager has supplied him with a copy of Ordinance No. 843 this afternoon and he had examined it with the intention of seeking an appeal under the Provisions of Ordinance No. 843 from the Borough’s determination that sprinklering is required.


The Borough Solicitor said that he understood that an appeal had been filed under the procedures outlined in the Uniform Construction Code. He said that under Ordinance No.843 an appeal would have to have been filed in 10 days. He said that no timely appeal had been filed. The Solicitor said he has been in contact with the attorney for Cornell Homes and that they understood the appeal process under the UCC. He suggested that Mr. Duckworth check section 57-31A of the UCC.


President Daley said that this matter has been discussed in executive session with the Borough Solicitor that the Borough does not have an appeal’s board in place, but Lower Merion Township has one already in place. The Solicitor suggested executing an intergovernmental agreement to allow this hearing to be heard in front of the Lower Merion Township Board. The Borough Manager has called Lower Merion Township and put the wheels in motion to expedite this hearing. The Solicitor said he has talked with Gil High, Solicitor for Lower Merion Township and its Board of Appeals and a preliminary agreement has been faxed to him. There was discussion as to how fast a hearing can be scheduled. There was also discussion of having both sides submit a written brief to eliminate the need to schedule a hearing, but the appellants have the right to request a hearing.


Mr. Duckworth thanked President Daley for the updated information and said he would consult with his attorney to see if written briefs are the best solution.


Mark McSorley, Financial Officer for Cornell Homes, and a new resident of 109 Woodbine Avenue said he was seeking a solution to the sprinkler requirement for the other three homes on lots owned by Cornell Homes. He said the first home was due to make settlement on Friday and he was anxious to resolve any issues that would prevent making settlement. He read from letters sent by Cornell to Narberth Borough dated September 27th and October 5th. He said there has been no response to either letter.


There was discussion of the building standards contained in Ordinance No. 843 and those contained in the Uniform Construction Code.


Mr. McSorley said that from the beginning of this project, Cornell Homes has sought to make the project run smoothly, by asking for a pre-construction meeting and requesting a copy of the zoning code, and asked the Borough Manager about the fire code and any need for sprinklers. Mr. McSorley contended there is no practical way to install sprinklers on the homes that have already been built. He asked the Borough to put forward its best efforts to help resolve this problem and expedite an appeal hearing. He also asked if a provisional Certificate of Occupancy could be issued to allow one family to occupy the first house built. He said Cornell has made promises to its customers that are based on inspections made by the Borough’s inspectors.


The Borough Solicitor said every effort would be made to resolve the appeal process as soon as possible.


William Henderson, Narberth Fire Chief and resident of 506 Beechwood Lane said he has attended Council meetings in August, September and October to insure that the sprinkler issue is resolved. He said that the new owners of the homes deserve to know that their houses comply with the local fire code. He said there were many misconceptions of the effect of having sprinklers. He said that each room is separately controlled and that the sprinklers would only go off in one room. He said the safety of the occupants of the homes is the most important issue. He said the ordinance was passed to provide extra protection to homeowners who have homes build with trussed construction.


Council had questions about the timing of the appeal, and the ability of Council to provide an expedited appeal before the Lower Merion Board of Appeals. 


R E S O L U T I O N S

Councilwoman Nancy Lotz presented a motion to consider an interim municipal agreement with Lower Merion Township to enable Narberth to use the Uniform Construction Code Board of Appeals established by Lower Merion Township.  Councilman Quinn seconded by the passage of this motion. Motion approved by the unanimous voice vote of Council. (See #18)


Councilman Wegbreit introduced a resolution authorizing the Borough Manager to be the designated agent to compile and submit and sign a Public Disaster Assistance Application and Agreement for Financial Assistance as a result of storm costs associated with snowstorms in February 2010 (FEMA-1898-DR-Pa) (See #19)


Councilman Quinn seconded the passage of this resolution. Resolution adopted by the unanimous voice vote of Council.


Councilman Quinn, Chairman of the Public Safety Committee presented a motion authorizing the adoption of the Memorandum of Understanding with Lower Merion Township. (See # 20) Councilwoman Lotz seconded the passage of this resolution. Resolution adopted by the unanimous voice vote of Council.


Councilwoman Boise, Chairman of the Property Committee, introduced the title of Ordinance No. 946 for enactment at the November 8, 2010 Council meeting. Councilwoman Boise read the title of ordinance No. 946: (See #21)


An Ordinance to amend the Narberth Borough Code by establishing Chapter 38 designating Borough Parks and Playgrounds; by establishing hours of availability, restricting activities and requiring permits for certain activities.


Councilman Ghosh seconded the introduction of this Ordinance. Motion passed by the unanimous voice vote of Council. This ordinance will be duly advertised for enactment at the November 8, 2010 Council meeting.


Councilman Ghosh, Chairman of the Finance Committee presented Ordinance No. 947 for enactment. Ordinance No. 947 had been introduced at the September 13, 2010 Council meeting, and has been duly advertised for enactment this evening.


Councilman Ghosh read the title of Ordinance No. 947: (See # 22)


An ordinance authorizing the incurring of non-electoral debt to finance the cost of a project for the issuance of a General Obligation Note; Establishing the form and terms of the note; covenanting to pay the debt service on the note and pledging the full faith and credit and taxing power for the payment thereof; authorizing the execution and delivery of the note and preparation and filing of a debt statement, borrowing base certificate, debt exclusion proceedings and a transcript of the proceedings for the issuance of the Note; establishing a sinking fund; appointing a sinking fund depository; awarding the note to the purchaser thereof; providing for the registration and the transfer of the note; setting forth covenants, representations and warranties regarding Federal Income Tax matters; and repealing conflicting ordinances.


Councilwoman Lotz seconded the enactment of this ordinance. Ordinance enacted by the unanimous voice vote of Council.


President Daley re-appointed Vice President Muderick, Councilman Quinn and Councilwoman Boise to the Ad-Hoc School Building Committee.


Solicitor Jonas said he would attend a conference Tuesday October 12th at 8:45 AM with Judge Tillson in his chambers concerning the litigation with the Lower Merion School District over the ownership of the old Narberth School building. The Solicitor will update Council in executive session if necessary.


The Borough Manager said there have been no new submissions to the Narberth Industrial Development Authority. Council has requested that the NIDA Board consider a financial contribution to the design of the North Narberth Avenue Bridge. The Board will consider that request at its next board meeting.


President Daley acknowledged the presence of six boy scouts from Troop 176 who were attending tonight’s Council meeting as part of their Citizenship in Community merit badge.


There being no further business to come before Council this evening, President Daley entertained a motion to adjourn, so moved by Council Member Nancy Lotz, seconded by Councilman Ghosh. Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 9:14 P.M.





Respectfully submitted,





Frederick C. Hansell, Jr.





Assistant Borough Secretary





Assistant Borough Manager
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