MINUTES OF THE BOROUGH OFPRIVATE 

NARBERTH COMBINED COUNCIL MEETING

The combined caucus and council meeting of the Narberth Borough Council was called to order in the Municipal Building, 100 Conway Avenue, Narberth, Pa. on September 13, 2010 at 7:30 P.M. by Council President Mary Jo Daley.



Present                                                          Absent
      Messrs.:


Heidi Boise


Surge Ghosh


Nancy V. Lotz, (Ms.) 


Aaron Muderick, Vice President


Michael Quinn


Bob Wegbreit

  
Mary Jo Daley, (Mrs.) President


Also Present:                                                Thomas Grady, Mayor


William J. Martin, Borough Manager


Marc Jonas, Borough Solicitor


Frederick C. Hansell, Jr., Assistant Borough Manager


Following the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag, as led by Michael Quinn, it was moved by Councilwoman Lotz and seconded by Vice-President Muderick that the minutes of the August 9, 2010 Combined Caucus and Council meeting be approved as circulated.  Motion carried. 


President Daley noted the absence of Mayor, Tom Grady; police reports will be entered in with the regular reports.


Ms. Linda Waddell, President of the Board of Trustees of the Narberth Community Library presented the regular monthly report of the Narberth Community Library Trustees for the month of August 2010 showing receipts, disbursements, and circulation statistics for the month.  The report shows circulation for the month of August of 4,161   volumes which is an increase of 220 volumes from last month and an increase of 910 volumes from August 2009.The August 31, 2010 balance sheet lists assets totaling $756,757.98. (See # 1) The library has new faster public access computers. One new workstation is dedicated to Early Literacy for young children. All of the summer programs have been very successful and well attended.  The Library will observe Curious Georges 70th Birthday. The 4th of July Book sale will be moved to Narb-Earth Day and the library will begin accepting donations for the sale in March.  The library will distribute its newsletter and will publicize local author Gene Pisasale and a new 5-week puppet-making workshop.


President Daley read the August 31, 2010 report of the Borough Treasurer, Mrs. Leslie E. Marshall, which was received and was ordered, filed for audit. (See # 2) The report shows an opening balance of $2,614.00; receipts of $313,474.33; expenditures of $287,985.34 and adjustments of +8,694.14 current cash under reimbursement, and –$48.89 bank service charge; leaving a closing balance of $36,775.24.  The Trial Balance submitted by the Borough Office is in balance. (See # 3) The Schedule of Invested Funds shows an August 31, 2010 balance of PLIGIT investments of $ 2,180,437.87. (See # 4)


The August 31, 2010 report of the Borough Tax Collector, Mrs. Regina Watson, was received and ordered filed for audit.  (See #5)  The Tax Collector has collected 97.643% or $2,332,029.66 of the 2010 Real Estate Tax duplicate of $2,388,322.42 leaving an unpaid balance of $59,601.60; 97.643% or $552,851.75 of the 2010 Solid Waste Tax duplicate of $566,197.07 leaving an unpaid balance of $13,363.87; and 97.632% or $183,035.45 of the 2010 Sewer Tax Duplicate of $187,474.86 leaving an unpaid balance of $4,086.58 for bills issued February 1, 2010. There were 1,499 tax bills issued based on a 2010 assessed value of $302,779,180.00. The Tax Collector has collected 38.971% of the 2010 Lower Merion School Tax duplicate of $6,547,542.58 leaving an unpaid balance of $3,995,873.29.


The Borough Solicitor, Marc D. Jonas had no report.


The Borough Manager, William Martin, reported the 5-year General Obligation Note was discussed by the Highway Committee and will be discussed by the Finance Committee. The office has received 2 bids for the note from local banks.


The Borough Manager discussed the need for the 5-year General Obligation Note in the amount of $225,000.00 to cover two capital projects. Funds are needed for the court ordered demolition of the Rockland Avenue Bridge. The demolition is estimated to cost $500,000.00 and the Borough is responsible for 20% of the total costs of the demolition that is estimated at $100,000.00. The second capital project involves resurfacing several streets on the north side after Aqua, Pa completes its water main replacement program. Aqua is 90% completed and the new mains are being hooked up to the individual homes and a new fire hydrant was installed on Wayne Avenue. The streets excavated for the water main construction will need to be restored and overlayed from curb to curb. The water company will pay for ½ of the street and the Borough will pay for the other half. The sub-contractor for the water company, Brubacher Construction has submitted a price of $9.00 per square yard to mill and overlay approximately 10,000 square yards for an approximate cost of $90,000.00 for the Borough’s share of paving. (See #6) The 5-year note will be awarded to Citizens Bank who bid 2.67% and the title of the ordinance will be introduced this evening. The multi-step process will have to be reviewed by the Department of Community Affairs and will involve a public hearing.  The overall impact of the new General Obligation Note will be less than .015 mills in Real Estate Tax. The debt service carried by the Borough will be reduced by $42,000. in 2011 and also another $160,000.00 in 2014.


The Borough Manager will sponsor a budget tutorial for Council members and citizens on September 23, 2010 starting at 7:30 PM. The second session will be September 30, 2010 at 7:30 PM.


President Daley asked Councilman Ghosh if he wanted to have his Finance Committee Meeting as part of tonight’s council meeting. Council President Daley provided time for the Finance Committee meeting to discuss the introduction of the ordinance, and to keep passage of the ordinance on track with the need to move forward with projects that had been discussed numerous times in Council meetings. The Council meeting is a public meeting, and the public would have an opportunity to comment on the ordinance and the comments would be recorded in the minutes of the meeting.


Councilman Ghosh said his committee ordinarily meets the 3rd Monday of every month, and he likes to have plenty of public notice for his meeting to give citizens a chance to comment on the issues coming before council. The General Obligation Note coming before Council has not yet been discussed in the Finance committee, and the committee was aware of the need to fund the demolition of the Rockland Avenue Bridge. The committee has also discussed the overlay with the highway committee and has been waiting for numbers for the overlay.


The Borough Manager said there were 2 bids received for the General Obligation Note and that Citizens Bank was the low bidder. The other bidder was Wachovia Bank. The Borough Manager outlined the requirements and procedures for a General Obligation Note. The Borough has only one Bond Issue outstanding and several smaller General Obligation Notes. The Borough also uses its annual Tax Anticipation Note to provide funds in anticipation of tax revenues.


The Borough Manager said the bids have “ a no pre-payment penalty clause”. Once the ordinance is introduced this evening, and then all of the required paperwork is mailed to the Department of Community Affairs for review. This is the first General Obligation Note passed by some of the newer members of Council, and they may not be familiar with the procedures Involved.


Councilman Ghosh said the rate was a very good rate and he asked the Borough Manager if there were additional funds available to pay down some of the older debt service that contains a higher interest rate. The Borough Manager said that this rate was because it was for a specific capital project he said other general notes might not carry the same rate. The Finance Committee voted to recommend passage of the General Obligation Note. Councilman Ghosh closed the Finance Committee meeting and reminded his committee they will meet again on September 20, 2010 and again on October 18, 2010.

PRIVATE 
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTStc  \l 1 "STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS"

Council member Nancy Lotz, Chairman of the Building and Zoning Committee, presented the September 13, 2010 report showing permit activity for the month of August 2010: 37 permits issued; cost of permits $8,730.00; cost of construction $1,843,874.00; 10 jobs completed; 60 building inspections made; 8 curb and sidewalk permit issued; 15 curb and sidewalk inspections made; 6 use and occupancy certificates issued; 8 plumbing permits issued, 6 plumbing permits completed; no heating equipment permit issued, no heating equipment permits completed. (See # 7)


The Committee met last month to do a final review of Ordinance No. 935 which was revised, clarified and distributed to all members of Council via e-mail. The title has been changed to reflect the name change from traditional neighborhood development to Station Circle Overlay. There was discussion about the ordinance title and definitions in the ordinance. Once the title is introduced then the whole ordinance will be mailed to the Montgomery County Planning Commission for comments. Once the comments are received then Council will schedule a public hearing inviting public comment and suggestions. The legal advertising for the meeting will be made once comments are received from the Montgomery County Planning Commission. The Building and Zoning Committee will discuss the sign ordinance at their next committee meeting.


Michael Quinn, Chairman of the Public Safety Committee presented the September 13, 2010 report of the Narberth Police Department, (See # 8) showing Police statistics for the month of August 2010; The meter violation reports for 2010 shows 214 meter violations for the month. (YTD 2,269) (See # 9) The two-hour zone report shows 56 violations for the month of August 2010 (YTD 543). (See # 10) and the Report of District Justice Kathleen Valentine, together with a check in the amount of $2,489.59 representing collections for the month of August 2010. (See #11)  The report of the Narberth Fire Company for the month of August 2010 was also read. (See #12) The Fire Chief reported 22 calls for the month (YTD 166) with 75% of the calls in Lower Merion Township and 25% of the calls in Narberth Borough. The Fire marshal’s report was also read showing one property inspected and notices sent to five other property owners of early September inspections. The Fire marshal inspected the new fire hydrants installed by Aqua, Pa. and helped locate a new fire hydrant on Wayne Avenue. The Fire Marshal followed up on previous inspections and will report on the September inspections at next month’s meeting. The Mayor has presented the Mayors’ Certificate certifying Officer Vernacchio’s completion of his one year of service, and his fitness for duty. Officer Vernacchio will be promoted to Class C Patrolman effective August 31, 2010. President Daley asked the Public Safety Committee to consider publicizing or warning residents not to park facing traffic. The Borough Manager suggested that the parking controller could enforce this state regulation by issuing tickets.


Councilman Wegbreit, Chairman of the Highway Committee, read the man-hour report for Highway Department, showing 1,111 man-hours worked for which the Department was paid $18,198.30 for the period July 23, 2010 to August 19, 2010. (See # 13) The committee met on September 8th and discussed the traffic study that was completed for the intersection of South Narberth Avenue and Woodside Avenue. (See No.14) The report indicates that the intersection does not qualify under the State Guidelines for a four way stop sign. The report makes several recommendations that can be made to improve sight lines at this intersection, including moving or trimming a hedge. The committee also discussed the parking meters on Meeting House Lane and decided the meters should be kept as they are. The Committee has discussed the labor force contract and will continue to negotiate a new contract, which will take effect January 1, 2011. The Committee will present a resolution later in tonight’s meeting recommending the award of a contract for the roadway resurfacing.


Vice-President Muderick, Chairman of the Health and Welfare Committee presented the monthly report of trash and recycling collection for the month of August 2010. During the month of August 170.310 tons of trash were collected along with 16.76 tons of recyclabes and 27.92 tons of newsprint and 7.21 tons of brush.  Costs incurred for the month included $24,068.70 for trash and recycling collection contract;  $10,779.53 tipping fee to the county; $432.60 tipping fee for brush collection; $722.86 recycling tipping and hauling; labor costs totaled $3,703.77 for 243 hours. Receipts for special pickups totaled $145.00.   (See # 15) The committee will present a resolution later in the meeting recommending the adoption of a new three-year trash and recycling contract with Charles R. Blosenski and Sons. 


Vice-President Muderick, presented the September 13, 2010 report showing that during the month of August 2010, there were no dog bites, no cat bites and no communicable diseases reported.  (See # 16)


Councilwoman Heidi Boise, Chairwoman of the Property Committee, presented the September 13, 2010 report. (See # 17) During the month of August 2010:

1. The Highway Crew has completed the re-lining of the parking lot at 201 Sabine Avenue.

2. Backflow inspections have been made to all water fountain locations by Aqua.

3. Fall and winter field preparations have been started.


The committee met twice during the month and discussed recommended maintenance at the 201 Sabine Avenue Building. The committee heard comments from Montgomery Early Learning Center and other tenants about priority repairs. The committee is working with Main Line Executive Management for competitive prices for roof repairs, metal painting and metal work. The Borough Manager also said that several pumps need to be replaced in the heating system which could be quite costly. Concrete walkways need to be repaired to eliminate tripping hazards. The committee will meet again September 25, 2010. Nalls architecture has offered to do an analysis and some drawing for a handicapped ramp that needs to be replaced. The committee will present a resolution later in tonight’s meeting.


Surge Ghosh, Chairman of the Finance Committee, presented the September 13, 2010 Schedule of Bills covering General Fund expenditures of $339,318.63 (YTD $5,699,329.78) and Highway Aid Fund expenditures of $6,616.60. (YTD $84,143.28) (See #18)  It was moved by Councilwoman Lotz, seconded by Vice-President Muderick, that Council approve the Schedule, the Borough Treasurer draw checks, be approved by the President of Council, attested by the Borough Secretary, and all bills paid.  Motion carried. The Committee will meet September 20th and continue its discussion of insurance coverage, personnel roster, and third party outside budget requests.


Councilman Ghosh, Chairman of the Economic Development Committee reported the committee met last month and discussed funding for the downtown manager, marketing brochures and promotional items.


Councilwoman Boise, Chairman of the Ad-Hoc Bridge Committee submitted a written report written by Craig Suhoskey of Pennoni Associates on the design progress of the North Narberth Avenue Bridge Project. The committee will meet again on September 22, 2010 at 8:00 PM and will discuss funding sources for the bridge design work.


Vice-President Muderick, Chairman of the Ad-Hoc Council Rules Committee reported his committee met last month and has one more meeting in September before its present’s its revised rules to Council in October.


President Daley reported no letters were received during the month.


President Daley asked if there was any citizen present who wished to address Council on any subject?


C I T I Z E N     C O M M E N T S

There were five members of the public present for tonight’s meeting. Mike Alexander of 208 Lantwyn Lane asked how the new ordinance would promote retail on the first floor in the downtown business district. He said: Narberth needs to have a coffee shop where residents can go have a cup of coffee and talk with their neighbors. He said parking restrictions should be removed to encourage retail.


President Daley thanked Mr. Alexander for his comments and reminded him that Council Has been working on revisions to the zoning code for the last three years and has been actively seeking solutions and public input.


William R. Henderson, Narberth Fire Chief addressed Council on the need to follow the Borough’s fire code. Mr. Henderson read sections of Ordinance No. 843 having to do with construction of new homes and the specific section dealing with wood truss construction and engineered beam construction. Both types of construction require sprinklers in new residential construction. The four new homes being built as part of the sub-division of 501 North Wynnewood Avenue use both types of construction. Fire Chief Henderson said laboratory test have shown that the roof and floor trusses will fail in 6 to 10 minutes in an average fire situation. Mr. Henderson stated that due to the information available on truss failure, he would be hesitant to send in firefighters into these houses if they did not have sprinklers. Fire Sprinklers should have been required when the plans were reviewed by the Borough and by the third party review conducted by Yerkes Engineers.


The Borough Manager said he understood that the Uniform Construction Code superceded the local code. The Uniform Construction Code does not require sprinklers until 2011. Fire Chief Henderson said he thought that the local code superceded the National Code when it was more stringent. He said that the Borough Solicitor should be asked to rule on this issue. He said that the Fire Company would agree to abide by the Solicitor’s ruling.


The Borough Solicitor said he would research the appropriate code sections and advise Council as soon as possible.


Jim Behler of 108 Wynnedale Road asked about the age of the roof on the existing School building at 201 Sabine Avenue. The Borough Manager said that the existing roof is approximately 22 years old.


R E S O L U T I O N S


Councilman Wegbreit, Chairman of the Highway Committee presented a motion approving a contract to resurface ½ of the roadways in cooperation with Aqua, Pa. The contract will be awarded to Brubacher Construction with a cost of $9.00 per square yard to mill and pave approximately 10,000 square yards. Councilman Ghosh seconded the passage of this motion. Motion approved by the unanimous voice vote of Council.


Councilman Quinn presented a resolution acknowledging the Mayor’s certificate for the advancement of Officer Michael Vernacchio from probationary patrolman to Class C patrolman effective August 31, 2010 all in accordance with the Civil Service Rules and Regulations. Councilwoman Boise seconded this motion. Motion approved by the unanimous voice vote of Council.


Vice-President Muderick, Chairman of the Health and Welfare Committee presented a motion approving the new three-year solid waste and recycling collection contract with Charles R. Blosenski & Sons. The motion authorizes the proper Borough Officials to execute the contract.  Councilwoman Lotz seconded this motion. Motion adopted by the unanimous voice vote of Council.


Councilwoman Boise Chairman of the Property Committee presented a motion authorizing emergency repairs to the roof of the old Narberth School Building at 201 Sabine Avenue not to exceed $10,000.00. Main Line Executive Management will obtain competitive bids for the repair work. Councilman Ghosh seconded the passage of this motion. Motion approved by the unanimous voice vote of Council.


Councilwoman Nancy Lotz, Chairman of the Building and Zoning Committee introduced the title of Ordinance No. 935. Councilwoman Lotz read the title of the ordinance:

Ordinance No. 935


An Ordinance Amending the Narberth Borough Code, Chapter 124, Zoning, Amending and Adding definitions: Amending permitted uses in the C Commercial District; Replacing the title of the “Traditional Neighborhood Development” Overlay District with the “Station Area Overlay (SAO)”; Adding permitted uses and prohibited uses to the “Station Area Overlay.”


Councilwoman Boise seconded the introduction of this ordinance. Introduction approved by the unanimous voice vote of Council. This ordinance will be forwarded to the Montgomery County Planning Commission for Review. Once comments are received the Ordinance will be advertised for passage at the November meeting of Council and a public hearing will be scheduled to receive public comment on the proposed ordinance.


Councilman Ghosh, Chairman of the Finance Committee presented Ordinance No. 947 for introduction and passage at the October 11, 2010 Council meeting.

Councilman Ghosh read the title of Ordinance No. 947:

Ordinance No. 947


An Ordinance increasing the indebtedness of the Narberth Borough, Montgomery County, Pennsylvania, by the issue of a General Obligation Note in the amount of $225,000.00 for sundry purposes; fixing the form, number, date, interest and maturity thereof; making a covenant for the payment of the debt service on the note; providing for the filing of the required document; providing for the appointment of a sinking fund depository for the note; and authorizing execution, sale and delivery thereof.


Vice-President Muderick seconded the introduction of this ordinance. Introduction approved by the unanimous voice vote of Council, Councilman Quinn rescuing himself from the vote.


Under unfinished business Councilman Wegbreit asked the Borough Solicitor for an update on the litigation with the Lower Merion School District. The Borough Solicitor said an update would be appropriate in executive session. He said that Judge Tillson had scheduled a conference for October 12th to discuss several motions.


Under new business Councilwoman Boise, chairman of the Property Committee said she would present a draft of the new Parks ordinance at the October Council meeting.


Councilman Quinn thanked Council for the support of the community on the passing of his mother last week.


President Daley reminded everyone of the luncheon honoring Sue Rees Councilor of Narberth Pembrokesire Wales scheduled for Tuesday at 11:30 AM at McShea’s Pub.


There being no further business to come before Council this evening, President Daley entertained a motion to adjourn, so moved by Council Member Nancy Lotz, seconded by Councilman Ghosh. Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 9:50 P.M.





Respectfully submitted,





Frederick C. Hansell, Jr.





Assistant Borough Secretary





Assistant Borough Manager

Fch  
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